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FOREWOTW 

The idea o( writing this (und-raising bookle t come lo me early in / 985 when it was first 
realised Iha! a great deal o( money was needed lO repair und restore the ancient /'arish 
Church of St. Pe ter's, //oyton. 

This booklet is the result of a year spent researching the history of the Parish. Most of 
the books, documents 011d m ap_, consulted are located at Relford Ubrary Local Studies 
Department, or arc held by private individuals in the area. 

Hod I been able w travel more widely and extended the time spent i n research, a fuller 
picture of village life would hove e merged, so this st.udy does not claim lo be complete. 

l have gained a great. deal of enjoyment. from delving into past records, and glimpsing life 
in a former age, and I l1opn I.lint t11e people who read this booklet will find the information 
contained of intere:-;L l.o Uwm. 

My thanks go to the f"llowi11y people : 

Hev. John Tompkins, Priest in char/)(! of 1/ayl.on l'arish. 

The staff of Relford Library and Notlingl,omsl1irc County Record Office. 

Eric Richardson for il/u.stration.,. 

Jane t Hill, and my husband Adrian, (or r eading and correction of the text. 

Gill Price f or typing the manuscript. 

.... and to many othc,rs who have, al~o given me information, lent photographs, or helped 
in any way. 

Rosemary E. Anderson, B.A. 

St. Peter's Church, Hayton, with Hollin Hill in the background. 
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INTRODUCTION - THE VILLAGE SETTING 

The agricultural Par ish of Hayton is situated a few mi les north of the market town of Retford, 
Nottinghamshire, and lies within the l owland clay region of the north-east Midlands. The 
meandering embanked River Idle forms the Parish boundary to the west, as it flows sluggishly 
across a wide f lood plain, crossed by numerous drainage channels. 

The hamlet of Tiln, which lies within the Parish, is situated on the bank of the Idle amidst 
low lying fields, which are only about 30 feet above sea level. The land begins t o ri se 
very gradually eas t wards once Cunsbeck and the Old Eau Drain are crossed until the main 
village of Hay ton is reached at 50 to 7 5 feet. 

The old buildings are almost all situated along the road from Relford to C layworth, giving 
the village a straggling appearance. It ext ends about one mi le north to south from the 
Boat Inn to the parish boundary with Clarborough. As most new building has been in accordance 
wi th the linear pattern, the vi llagc shape has altered very little since the mid-eighteenth 
century when the earliest available maps were drawn. 

Immediately cast oJ the main village street, the land r ises steeply for o ver JOO Jeet in 
an escarpment, on which the only two outlying farms are situated. There are fine views 
westwards towar ds Shelfield, and from Holl in Hill, which at 223 feet is the highest point, 
t he Trent plain and parts of L incolnshire are sometimes visible eastwards. The l and then 
begins to slope down very gradually until the eastern pari sh boundary with North Wheatley 
is reached, between I 00 and 17 5 feet above sea level. 
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THE ORIGINS ANO EARLY H!STOR Y OF HAYTON 

No one can say exactly when man fir st settled in north Nottinghamshire a'nd began to clear 
the or iginal deciduous woodland for agricult ur al purposes. Prehistoric man may have k nown 
the area, and certainl y the Romans colonised these parts. They had an important se t tlement 
a t Littleborough on the Trent, about six miles away, where t he route from L incoln to York 
c rossed the river . Today the road from Sturton- le-S t eeple to C layworth st i ll follows i ts 
line, just touching the northern boundary of the Par ish o f Hayt on at Haughgate Hill. There 
have been various local Roman finds, including one at Tiln, but none around the site of 
Hayton village, which was probably still uninhabi ted wasteland. 

The place-names of ~layton and Ti ln both suggest iln /\nglo -Saxon or igin for the settlements. 
Ti l n i s mentioned in the Domesday !look of 108(,, hut Haylon, str.1111;ely, is not. /\lthou1\h 
most existing vil lages in this urea arc clcscribcd in King Will ia ,11 's gr<'at account o f his 
weaJth 1 it was never intended as a c<>mplcIc ga 1.<~t<'C'r ol pl,uTs. Pcrh.ap!l Ti 111 was the mon· 
important and earJier or the two sett lemen ts, as ri vc:r silt·~ W<'r<.: o ften dH>S<:n hy l hl' Ei1rly 
English for the ease of tr ansport they al l or d,xJ. As tht' population rose, a :,hort.11\<· of l,111<1 
for agricul ture may have mcunt that Hayton rcprcsen l!) '-l !'ic(·ondttr y <: lear in1~ of w00<llan<I, 
as its nnme means "the hay form". Pcrhups a:,; t i ,nc wcn l by (rcque11I flooding 4-.Lfld the 
rr,arshy land near the River Idle caused rrn.)Sl of the ir1habil;_111 h 10 move 11p lo lhc drier 
ground for their main settlement, leaving Ti ln as a sub~icli ilry hamle t. 

Certainly Hayton existed in 1175 when the l irst o f nmny medieval references was made 
to the v illage in manorial records. We know 100 f rom documentary sources and from an 
architecturnJ study of the Church that a stone bui lt st rncturc was in exist ence by the mid
twelf th century, and that i t had attained i ts present outl ine by 1400. (Sec Appendix I.) 
The presence of such a subs tant ial church is likely to !,ave meant tha t there was a village 
i n the vic inity, but Hayton is unusual in that its Parish Church is se t in the f ields well 
ilWilY from the Main Street and old houses. Perhaps in, medieval times the dwellings were 
grouped much c loser lo the Church, though as far ilS I k now, t he only evidence for this 
is a br i ck well near the canal in the field immedia te ly to the north . W.G . 11osk ins, a great 
expert on Loca.1 H is tory, suggested io1 his book " The Making of the Engl ish Landscape" that 
o f ten no trace remains of dwelli ngs because before the mid-seventeenth century labourers' 
cottages were bui l t of reinforced mud on a t imber framework with only a rubb le foundation, 
and would last no more than I 00 to 150 years. 

Sometimes a church is found close to an old manor house, evidence of which is n ,orc li kely 
to survi ve. Wh ite' s l)irectory of Nottinghamshire of 1832 suggested that the mansion of 
the de Haytons, a thir teenth cent ury !.Jmily with rnuch prope rty in t he area, was c lose 
to the church, but no trace of such a building remains. It is more l ikely that the si te of 
thi s "mansion" was at Hay ton Castle, t wo miles f urther north, and in f act by 1853 White"s 
Directory had amended i t s descr ip tion o f Hayton to suggest th is. Evidence was found in 
l l\22 by the owners of Hayton Castle of a rnoated farmstead i n a field close to t he Chesterf ield
Canal. The main si te covered an areu of one and a half acres and close by another moat 
was f ound. /\) together enough quantities o f local limestone were retrieved to build some 
ou thouses at t he present farm fur ther up t he hill , ilnd some unusual c arved stones were 
incorporated inro a Victorian extension to the house. These sit es possibl y explain the farm' s 
ra ther curious name, though t he "castle" was unlikely to have ever been more than a fort ified 
manor house, like many in the area, only strong enough to a fford security against rabble 
raids in those pr imitive times. 

I do not intend in this study to desc r i be the medieval history of the Parish in ""Y further 
detail , as much more r esearch would be necessary to do t his proper ly. We can assume 
that Hayton, once es tablished, developed a self-suff icient existence as an agricu l tural ,.,,, .. 
rnunity of no more than a few hundred people i n a similar pattern to v i II ages all over· 1h,• 
Midl and region. As woodland was gradually c leared towards the parish hoL1ml.11·y lh<' OJ>"" 
Fi eld system of farming developed, and wi th it a whole way of l ife l>.is<•d ori th<' ,·,"""" '" ·" 
act ivit ies of t he peasants, who were ruled over by the Manor and th,· Chllr·, h. 

From Elizabethan times the Church Vestry Meeting, which h.id rn II1, 111. d ly lwt·11 c",l.11110,lwd 
in the four teenth century for the management of ccclcsid~IH',al .d J.ui ·, , lonl~ 0 11 111o111y new 
roles and became the rocal point in the vil lage for o.H1lhrn 11 y .111cl d1 •• 1·.i rn 1 111.1h111g. M any 
aspects of 11 local govcrnment0 were controlled at parish h·vt·I 11111d llw 11111 1 1111wlc•t·11 1t, cen tury, 
and the work invo lved was carried out by four clcctt·d hnl 1111p,lld 1111 1, 1,d•., who were usually 
well known and esteemed members of the loc~tl co111111w111y. l lw 11 n r. 1 1rnpcu I.Hit job w as 

 

that: of the Overseer of t he Poor. H e had many adminis.trative duties concerning valuation 
of property and collection of local rates, l evied to provide funds for .t he Church, highway 
maintenance and re lief of the poor. He was also responsible for t he distr ibution of poor 
rel ief t o deserving people in the Parish. The Constable was in charge of l aw and order 
which included rai sing and equipping a mili tia when necessary. The Highway Surveyor's 
responsibi lity was to maintain and repair the roads, waterways and drains, and he c ould 
recruit labour to carry out the necessary tasks. The fourth job was that of Churchwarden, 
whose o f fice was an ancient one concerned with caring for the church fabric, and who after 
1538 also acted as the local Registrar. 

Over the years a stable pattern of life developed in village commun1t1es which remained 
largely una l tered unt i l t he eighteenth century when a series of changes, rnost notably the 
Par l iamentary Enclosures ol f i elds and commons, meant a time of gr eat upheaval and sub
sequent readjust ment i n the lives of the peopl e. 

THE VILLAGE L A NDSCAPE IN 1762. 

f 

A de t ai led map exists, entitled " Hayton Lordshi1> [762", which shows land use at t he eve 
of the Parliamentary Enclosure of 1764. The map refers only to the por tion of the Parish 
cast of Gunsbeck where the Open Field pattern had probably remained unchanged in its 
main e le ments for hundreds of year s. The 775 ac res fur ther west towards T i ln had been 
"anciently enclosed" into rec tangular fields at a date I have not been able to discover. 
I t may have been during Tudor t imes when many landlords who owned large areas fenced 
in their hold ings for pastoral f arming. A careful study of the hedges around Tiln might 
provide a c lue. as research has shown t hat the number of plan t species identi fied in a 
thirty yard l ength of hedge inc reases by approximately one for every hundred years of its 
age. Therefore, a hedge planted in Tudor times, abou t 400 years ago, ought to contain 
four species, whereas one planted after the Parliamentary Enclosure of the late eighteenth 
century woul d be likely to contain only two species. • 
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Mo~t ol the rest ol the Parish, a total area of 1,835 acres, was organise<! according to 
the Open Picld system o l agriculture which can still be seen in operation at Lnxton, further 
south in Nottinghamsl11rc. Arabic land was held in strips in each of several c.-normous fields 
which were worked co-operati vely in a simple three year rotat ion. This usually consisted 
of winter wheat (for br ead); oats or bar ley (for fodder, bread and beer); and lastly fallow 
(to allow the soi l to recover fertil ity naturally). The crops were grown, prob<1bl y at a very 
low icvel of efficiency, mainly for human and animal consumption within the village. Weeds 
and vermin must have been a constant problem, and we know from Mayton parish records 
of the rnid-c ightcenth century that children were paid for catchin1i var ious pests, for example 
sparrows lei a dozen, wcast• I., and foxes Id cad,. Each strip was usually about un acre 
in ar('a, which rcpr<'scnted one days work on the land, and these were arranr,ed in blocks 
called l urlon1;s w 11hin the l ocld. The st,indard shape of each strip was approx1111;, tc ly 220 
yards by 22 y..irds, which over till' years ii.id b,·,•11 fo, 11 1<1 10 ht• """' co11vrn1c111 for !he typ,· 
of plough used. The strip!-. be lun~111~ lo c-.1d , 1mlivi<1u.ll l.trmrr w<.•re cl1'1pt.•t~c-ct 1hrm11~lmul 
th~ field m va:nou!'I (urloni~~. Th,, ~i111t11 1on 111,,y li,t vt• oni:111.11<·c.l 111 .u1 d l l t.•1111H 10 ,h.111• 
land out £.1irly an·ordmg fo i ts ll'r ti l i1y or llhlY h,·1v<.· .ins <·11 1 llt·c·.au~,t· wrnKl l.iud w .1•, lcl lt·cf 
in purccls, graduully cx tt•11di 11~ llw li(•ld, and .it cad, c le,1r11,1~ ~,np, would IH· . illtx .11t·d 
to all the (Jrmcr!'t in the village. rite whole syM«-•111 only work,••I h,•c'-111,,· thrn· w,1', ., ,;i,•,11 
deal of co-operation, whkh wJ:t n•1;11l'-1lt.•d by ,1 f ieldr11,a~ter ,,ml 111~ ~uhordi nate~ :,uch d ~ 

thc· pi ndcr, hayw,trd und commor1-l<ccpcr, 

Of the four Open Fi('lds in Hayton, 11..-ee were situated on the higher better drained rand 
cast of the v i llage. Castle f'ie lrj, ncarcs1 to Clayworth, was 20 1 acres in ex tent, a11d w;,s 
presumably named ufter the adjm:ent f,1rrnstead. The Upper or Mill Field ut 111 acres 
occupied the slope of the hillside behind the vi llage. Its name suggests that there Wds 

once a mill in the vicinity, thouf\h no11e remains today. However, the first edition 111 the 
one inch Ordnance Survey Map of !he area, publ ished i11 the I 820's, marks a mill at the 
top of Clarbor ough I-till, just inside that Parish, but only across the road lrom Hayton's Mill 
Field. The third arable field, and the largest, was Canner Heading Field, which at 24 ~ 
u<;rcs occ:upied the high land nearest to Nort11 Wheatley. I ts name is most unusual , and 
as f ar as I know the only clue as to i ts meaning has been provided by a lon JI farmer who 
believes that in Cromwell' s day the area was used for cannon firing practice. The fourth 
Open Picld of I 32 ac:res was cal led the Low West or Church F ie ld, and was situated beyond 
the Churr.h ex tending down almost to Cunsbcck. It is rather surprising to find an open 
ar able field on the low ground which must have been very wet at t imes of heavy rainfall, 
but perhaps some attempts were made to drain the land. Certainly we know that in the 
scventecrllh century the Dutch engineer Vermuyden was r esponsible for drainage schemes 
in the area north of Hayton. In some places evidence ol arable strips remains on permanent 
pasture land in the form of ridRe and furrow, but at Hayton the land has been too intensively 
ploughed and cult ivated in recent years for these regu lar indulat ions to remain as an obvious 
tea ture in the landscape. 

Al though the ma1ori ty o f the land in Mayton Lordship was worked as Open Fields, the rnap 
of I 7(,7. a lso shows 200 acres "anciently enclosed" into rectangular plots around Hayton 
Cast le Farm, whwh was marked a< a substantial building. This early enclosure may have 
been possible because the whole area ol land was owned by one person, at this time Anthony 
Martshorne. There were also smal l areas on the edges of t he Open Pie lds called "Closes" 
where enterprising farmers, probably rcillo sing the incfliciency of working sca ttered strips, 
had gradually consolidated th('ir holdings by ar rangement with their neighbours. The largest 
of these arc.is were six fi elds totalling about 40 <.1cres on the southern edge of C1.rnner Heading 
Field, marked on the map as be longing to William Simpson. There were a lso sm a ll enclosed 
areas owned by other people in various parts of the Parish, and a long both sides o l the 
main village street the land was d1v1ded into plot s ranging in size from under hal l an acre 
to around three ac r<•s. Many of these m1c losurcs arc marked on the map wi th their <lwner, ' 
names, and were tl1(• vi llagers' gardens and c rofts behind their homes and f,orrn bui liling,, 
where since medieval times they had grown fruit and vegetables and h,ul k rp t ,111111,:ob. 
Srnall areas of pasture ex tended eas twards up to the buck lane known 1h,•11 ·" "C:rnlt, Road" 
and now as "Lovers Walk", and westwards to a foo tpath and s1rean1 ,1pprox1111at<"iy wh<'r<' 
the Chesterfield Canal ,s now. Although some ol these plots were " I"•'" ' 111 ,,h"P''• many 
were elongated wi th only a narrow stree t frontage, which 1><•rh,1p, ,·xpl,1i11•, wr,y <1 mornbcr 
of old properties sti ll standing were buil t end on t o the ru,ul. l'lw Lnod•,hip 111.,p shows tha t 
mos t of the houses were situated along both sides of M,1111 .,,,..,., 1111111 lfw Vi llage Green, 
near the present Boat Inn, down to Church Lane, and th,11 lt11 1111·1 ,1111111 towards Clarborough 
there were onl y three larmsteads. The Vicar had fi,·ld, ,..,,,., v,·d l o, his own use, known 
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as Glcbc land. These plots were close to the Vicarage which stood surrounded by garden 
on i l s presen t site just oil Church Lane. Church records ol the late eighteenth century 
suggest that it was a much more humble dwelling then, consisting of several low r ooms 
and various outbui ldings which inc:ludcd barns and a brewhouse : 

As part o f the Open Field system of agriculture, animal s were al lowed t o graze freely 111 

t he !allow fiefds, and after the crops had been cut, bur this would not provide enough grass 
!or their total year ly needs. Hence most of the remaining Parish land was used tor grazing 
or providing fodder. 205 acres ol low lying l and west of the villag" extending to Gunsbeck 
and Old !;au Drain was managed as natural water meadow, from which a hay c rop would 
be taken each year pr ior to grazing by animals w ho probably wander<"d as they pleasccJ. 
There were a few enclosed plots within this open area, and one is marked on the map as 
the "Poor Folk's C lose" . This was a field of about one acr e which the 1832 White 's l)irenory 
of Nottingt1amshire st ates was purchased by the Overseer in 1682, and was le t for a11 annual 
rental of £ 2.1 2s. This charity money was distributed to the poor al Easter, a long w,1h 
E 2 left by an unknown donor from the Hayton Castle estate. This fund, known as the "Hayton 
Dole", is s·till in existence. Beyond the north-eastern part of the Meadow was an area of 
30 acres marked 11s "The Carrdole - stinted pas ture" . A recent study of Carlton-ln-Lindrick, 
near Worksop, suggests that such pasture was regulated according 10 l and holding. It was 
probably divided into strips called " doles" by means of stone marks set along their edges, 
and would be reallocated each year. The "carr " element of t he name no doubt referred 
to the marshy nature of the land which drops in places to only 25 feet above sea level. 
Most villages contained a pinlold prior to Enclosure. This was a small rect angular plot 
surrounded by a stone wall, where stray animals were impounded unti l their owners obtained 
their r elease on payment o f a fine to the pinder. The 1762 map shows that Hayton's pinfold 
was a t the north end of the village near the Green, but unlike some in this area, no trilcc 
of it remains. 

Only the wealth ier vill lll\crs occupied land in the Open Fields. Some, cal led cottagers, 
depended on their gardens and small crofts, and others who were comple tely landless probably 
s<]11atted III hovel, on tlw village outsl<irts. Everyone, however, had the r ight 10 use the 
Common as they plcasc:d c i t her for grazing ani rnals or cut t ing fue l. Hayton Common was 
a rough area of 2M acres of low lying land north of the village which extended to the parish 
boundary with Clayworth. Until properly drained earlier this century this land may have 
been alnoost fen- like, frequent ly f l ooded by the Ri ver Idle and smal ler streams. C lose to 
the Hayton Castle esta te on the higher land was a further rough area of 36 acres known 
as Burnt Leys Con,mon. On its edge was Ash Holt, the only woodland marked on e ighteenth 
century maps of the parish. This two and a hal f ac:re area c lose to the par ish boundary 
has survived until today, and con tains a wealth of pla.nt species which indicates that 11 

has been ,n existence since Medieval times. As there is some evidence of r idge and furrow, 
it ,s possible that it was c leared and p loughed during the thirteenth centur y, when the pressure 
of rnc reasing popula tion caused a land hunger ill l over England. The Black Death outbreak 
of 1348 reduced the numbers o f people drastically, and meant that much land distan t from 
scttlcn1ents was allowed to revert to woodland. The name Burnt Leys which means a " woodland 
cleared by fir ing" suggests that the whole area may have remained t ree covered unt i l a 
crisi s when extra land was needed urgently for crops. By this t ime most parishes had only 
sma ll areas ol woodland left uncleared, and normally timber had too many uses, for fuel 
and construction purposes, to be wasted by burning. In fact, the management of woodland 
by coppic ing beCilme a vi tal element in the med ieval vi llage system, and Ash Mol t probably 
represents the last remaining area used in this way by the people of Hayton. In addition 
to the bo tanical clues, e vidence that this .woodland has rarely been di sturbed is provided 
by the presence o f a boundary bank on its southern edge. SlJCh banks probably existed around 
the enti re perimeter of parishes in early medieval times, but have disappeared in areas 
continuously cultivated. 

The Par ish ro,id and footpath system, which had probably been established for hundreds 
of years, completes the landscape of Hayton revealed in the map ol 1762. The Main Street 
and some ol the back lilncs and footpa ths have remained in the same posi tion, and the several 
steep hollowed out tracks which lead up the hillside are a v isuul reminder of the Open Pield 
system. These were the routes from the farmsteads to the arable fields, worn down over 
the years by the constant passage of men, animals and farm carts. In the days of limited 
transpor t much more use was made of footpaths, and people often wa lked distances unheard 
of today. The map shows a network of paths connecting various parts of the vi llage, and 
leading to nearby settlements. The main Relford to Gainsborough r oad, and Smeath Lane 
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(known then as I-tayton L ane) we r e both in ex istence in 1762, but as yet in an unimproved 
state. Prior to being properly paved they were probably no better than rutted tracks, terribly 
dusty in summer and a quagmire of mud in winter. The only motor-road not yet in existence 
was that which connects the north end of Hayton viJlage with C l ayworth . This was marked 
only os a footpa th across Hayton Common, and the main route was along £>urnt Leys Road 
and over the hill, using an ancient highway system past Hayton Cast le Farm, to connect 
up with the Roman road at Haughgate Hill. 

This landscape setting provides t he background against which the Parliamentary Enclosure 
of 17611 can be viewed. We know there were 34 landowners in Hayto n at this time but 
it is difficult to estimate the total population of the Pari sh before the first natior)al C~nsus 
of 180 I whi ch recorded 236 persons. The only clues we have regarding the number of people 
in the village are provided by various Church records. In 1676 there were I 03 persons 
aged 16 years and over "fit for Communion" and by 1743 there were 47 families, accordinis 
to the Cura te Edmund Mower, when he milde his Ret urns to Archbishop Hcrri nJ\ o f York. 
It woul d therefore seem probable that the Enclosure of the Fields and Commons in 17(,11 
was to affect the lives of around 200 people in Hayton. 

THE ENCLOSURE OF THE COMMONS IN 17611, /\ND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

The first hall of the eighteenth century was a time of revolut ion rn agriculture which began 
wi th the enterprising ideas _of people hke Jethro Tull and Lord Townshend, and gradud!ly 
spread throughout_ t_he l armrng world as husbandry began to be studied scientifically and 
cxperi_rnentaHy. . Soll enriching plants, such as c lo ver, and fodder crops, such us turnips, 
were '.ntroduced_ •~to e~_tended rotations which led t o inc reased yie lds and a genera l improve
ment_ rn produ: trv1ty. lhe Opc~ Field syst em was a great force for stabi lity as it discouraged 
•~ldrvrdual InrtIat1ve and exper11nent, and therefore progress in agr iculture was hindered. 
!·or example, a ll f armers had to complete their harvest by a certain date so the land could 
be used for gr azing, and ploughing could not then commence until the animals were removed. 
Landowners and farmers everywhere became increasingly convinced of the benefi t s o f enclosing 
t herr land, _and alter about 1750 t he usual method of proceeding was to obtain a pr ivate 
/\et ol Parliament. The Act for Hayton was passed in 1760, and subsequently five commi s
sioners were appointed, all gentlemen of north Nottinghamshire, except one from Thorne, 
Yorkshire. It was their job to apportion the land as fairly as possible t o those enti t l ed 
t? a s_harc , and to help them in their task sur veys were carried out, and two maps drawn. 
1 he. f rrst of the unenc losed landscape, has been extensi vely referred to in the previous 
sec t ion, and the second, drawn by Will iam Brailsford i n 1764, shows a l I t he new p lot s with 
t he.1r acreages and owners names and the road network. The writ ten "Parish /\ward" which 
ae<;orupanics the map describes the a lloca tions in detail, and remains an important legal 
document. 

/\ II the "ancient enclosures" already carried out i n Hayton were left intact, and a total 
o f thirty -two men and two women shared in the al location of the rest o f the land. The 
acreage was carefully worked out to be commensurate wi th what they already owned, and 
the a,~ard was then made f rom each individual field, meadow and common. Eigh t peop le 
were al located over 50 acres, and of these rhe four principal landowners were Anthony 
~artshorne of Hayt on C ilstlc who received 80 acres i n addition to all h is anciently enc losed 
fields around the farm; Lord Charles Cavendish who soon sold off the 162 acres awarded 
him in l i<;u of the Grea t Ti thes due to_ him as impropriator (see Appendix I); Wil l iam Simpson 
who r eceived 200 acres; and John Whitaker who received 120 acres. Twel ve people received 
a total area of under I O acres, and the remaining fourteen, including the Vicar, received 
between I O and 50 acres. The allocat ion made to Edmund Beeley, who was a churchwarden 
in 1767, will be described in detai l as an example. He received about 23 acres in nddition 
to the 7 acres he already owned around his home, Hall Far m , and a 3 acre ancie11 tly enc los<'<I 
plot near the Poor Folk's Close on Hayton Meadow. The Award map shows Ire wa~ .rll<Kil t<'d 
a frcld of 11 acres on the former Castle l' ield, 4 acres on Mill Fie ld, 1, ,tCr<·, 011 C:.rnnr-r 
Heading f' ield, 2 acres on Church field, 2 acres on Carrdole p,islllr c , I ,l("n· u11 the· Me.idow, 
and_ -~ acres on H ayton Common. The dramatic effec t of tll<' E11<" losur\' prnn·,,s is hard 
to_ rmagrne even today when we arc used to t he rapid change nl Il1<· lwc•nt,elh cen tury. 
W1thm one generat ion the landscape was transforrned fru111 a 11 e:-.'ic·nti.Jlly medicvc.11 scene 
rnw . one which would be ~ecognisable today. Fields h;ul to lw lc•rwc·d or hedged, usually 
wi thin twelve months, dra ins cut, and in certain caS('S ro,u1•, ,l11d loothr idgcs constructed. 
All t he legal and other expenses of Enclosure hacl to lw 1111'1 lly tlw proprietors, and this 
rnean t a ti me o f financial stress for those o r lnrn,bk·r ""'·""'· 
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The 17611 map of Hayton shows a patchwork quilt of fields of widely varying shapes and 
sizes. So me o f those allocated to the principal landowners were 20 to 30 acres in size, 
and may have been subsequently subdivided, but t he vas t majori ty were under 10 acres, 
w rth many as small as I or 2 acres. The f i elds were reached by a system of t racks, some 
o( which were already in existence, bu t ex tra ones were specified across the former Open 
Frelds and Commons. The only new road constructed as a t hrough-route was that to Clayworth 
over the former Common, which the Award stated was t o be 30 feet wide with a horse 
br idge over. l~e Black D ike on the parish boundary. This road i s very straight, which is 
a characteristic feature of those constructed after Enclosure, by comparison wi th o lder 
routes which tend to meander across the landscape. Road widths specified in the Award 
r ange from 15 to 1,0 feet f rom ditch to ditch, much wider than we would expect today 
for by- roads. ~cfor e the days of tarmacadam, roads had to be wide enough to allow detours 
around ruts and flooded hollows in bad wea ther, especially on heavy clay land, and this 
e_xpla,ns why coun try lanes today arc often bounded by broad grass verges. Most of the 
fi eld roads made at the time of Enclc,sure sti ll exist, if only as tracks, and many of the 
orrgrnal . h_cdges have survived despite the recent trend towards fi'eld amalgamation. Thus 
the dec, srons made by the Com missioners in 1764 set the overall landscape pattern seen 
rn Hayton today . 

11 is wide ly bel ieved t hat Enclosure always meant that the r ich bec:arne richer and the poor 
poorer , but it is difficul t to discover exactly what happened in an i ndividual parish. Certainly 
the /\ward for Hay ton showed that the vast major i ty o f the land was now concentrated 
i n the hands of a few wealthy men, to whom the cost s of Enclosure would pose f ew problems. 
They were then abl e to benefit fi n_ancially from the i ncreased efficiency of working enc losed 
f relds at a tJr~e when the population o l Engl and and Wales was beginning to grow, so that 
there was a hrgh demand for agr rcultural produce and generally rising prices. Those farmers 
whose holdings were only of a modest size rnust have found the costs incurred in Enclosure 
a strain, and now that the Commons and Meadow could not be used for grazing, land would 
have t o be earmarked for pasture or fodder which might otherwise have raised crops. But 
at least for the enterprising there was now scope (or ini tiative, so perhaps this helped to 
of fset the d isi!dvanlages of Enclosure and maintain prosperi ty. The cottagers f ared much 
worse than t he small farrne_rs, as they now had to rely on their gardens and crofts alone 
for _ agrrcuHural purposes. 1 he loss of the comr:n~n land for grazing ·stock and cutt ing fuel 
m3dc I t d1f f1cult /or them to remain self- su flrc,cnt i n food , and so certain supplies now 
had to be purchased. _However, the indeterminate number of completely landless people 
f ared even worse, and 1t 1s probable that t hey were the chief sufferers of the upheaval 
caused by Enclosure. They usually worked as agricultural labourers, but previous ly had 
been abl~ to supplement their meagre income b_y the use of the Common land. Now they 
were entirely reliant on their wages, usually paid on a casual or piecework basis at a sub
sistence level. /\ lthough i t is possible that the increase in land under cultivation after 
Enclosure and improved produc tivity meant that there was more work available their l ife 
was certa inl y made more precarious by the loss ol the Commons, and it is p;ssible that 
some left t he area to "seek their fortune" in the new industrial towns whicl1 were beginning 
to expand . 

There seems to h,:,v'." been a general incr ease i n rural desti tution during t he late eighteenth 
century, and sur v,vrng records of the H ayton Overseer suggest that after 1764 relief of 
t he poor became an increasing burden for the Parish ratepayers. The Eli,.abethan Poor 
Laws, which were still in operation, were designed to give re lief within the Par ish to those 
of all ages who were unable to work, and to use funds to provide employment f or the able
bodied. The H ayton records reveal a miscellany of items of payment approved by the Overseer.
He was committed to spend the minimum possible amount because of his accountability 
t o the local ratepayers, but the various men appointed during t he late eighteenth century 
seem to have acted with as much compassion as they were able to, given the funds available. 
Amongst the various i tems r ecorded are clothes and shoes purchased for chi ldren; pauper 
funerals arranged; and weekl y allowances of one shil ling given to men who were chronically 
tll . One series of payments t ells a sad story which continued over a per iod of t wo ·years. 
I t began with a bi ll for £5.17s. f or Dr. Brown Jor attending William Jubb in August 1786. 

Presumably he had some sor t of dire accident, perhaps in the harvest field, as he was after 
wards unable to work and was given regul ar parish relief. In August 1788 various entries 
show that he had a l eg a mpu tat ed by Mr C. Bellomy, whose fees were £ 10.IOs. and tha t John 
Pettinger, t he villa~e joiner, was paid 5/- for making him a wooden leg !· Other interc~ting 
rtems re late to E ll rn Blagg who would seem t o have been an invalid for several years in 
the 1780's. In October 1789, one shilling was paid for a horse and cart to take her to the 
Well House on Bone M ill Lane, Clarborough, for t reatment at the bath there. The waters 
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were reputed to be benef icial for rheu matic complaints, and many loca l f ootpath,; led to 
the spol. We do not know if E lfin Blagg' s condition was relieved by her treat ment, but 
the Parish Register entry f or her buri al at Hayton on November J0 th, l790 proves that 
she l i ved lor just over another year ! It is possible that William Jubb and Ellin Blagg lived 
i n the "poor houses" near the v illage G reen. These were three cottages wi th mud floors 
and walls· and tha tched roofs, for which the Overseer was r esponsib le. They survh1cd unt il 
1899 when they were bought in a del apidated state by John H ill of the adjacen t Blythe 
House, who later demol ished them. 

Pauper children fared badly at this time, as the laws stated that they were to be appr enticed. 
Somet imes this would be to f armers in their home Par ish, but often they were forced to 
leave the local area. A system was devised by which the Overseer pa id a premium to an 
industrial employer, and then del ivered the newly -clad child to his factor y ns an apprent ice, 
after which all further Par ish responsibility was abdi cated. The records show that soinc 
Hayton pauper chi ldren were sent to Nort on Worsted Mill at Cuckney, south of Worksop, 
bet ween 1786 and 1805. We do not k now how satisfactory or otherwise t heir condi t ions 
of emp loyment wer e, but runaways began to be report ed, and on September I I th, 1788, 
the Hayton Overseer paid Mary L ister 2/6d for "keeping Hernst alks children and i\nn Swinborn 
when they r ,m away from the Worsted Mill" . 

Overall, the Overseers' records of the late eighteenth century suggest a way of l i fe smrounded 
by poverty on a scale now unknown in England. At t imes of bad harvest and high pr ices, 
the wages of agr icul tural labourers were so i nadequate that their fami lies would have starved 
i i their i ncome had not been supplemented by poor relief. This subsidisation k nown as 
the " Speenhamland System" was w idely adop ted after 1795, and led to a r apid increase 
in t he poor rates, particu larly as some unscrupulous employers r ealised that they could 
l ower wages even further, secur e i n t he knowledge t hat the Pari sh would make up the level 
of income to a subsis tence living. Inc reasingly during the ear ly nineteenth cen tury reform 
of this expensive syst em was c alled for, resulting i n t he Poor Law Amendment ,\ct of 1834. 
From then on the unit of administra t ion was no l onger t he Parish, but a U nion ol rnany, 
governed by a Doard of Guardians. Re lief within the Parish was abolished, and t he hated 
Workhouse system was established. Living conditions there were designed to be "less el igible" 
than those outside to discourage t he poor from seeking r elief, and so hopefully to reduce 
the overall cost to the ratepayers. May ton became one ol t wenty-six Parishes in the Retford 
U nion which erected a Wor khouse on Spi tal H ill in 1838 a t a t otal cost of £ 4,500. Alter 
this time, t he Overseer' s f unction, previously so vital in v i llage life, began to dirnin ish i n 
importance, although some administrative functions remained, and the post was not fina lly 
aboli shed unti l 1925. 

It is easy to suggest a picture of total gloom and despondency amongst the villagers of 
Hayton alter Enclosure, by c oncentrating on the Overseer's Accoun ts, which are one of 
the few detail ed records available. Lile for the majority of t he people may not ha ve been 
adverse ly affected once the ini tial upheaval of 1764 was over. In 1791/' Robert Lowe wrote 
a famous essay on the agriculture of Nott inghamshire in which he described the area called 
" the Nor th C lays", wh ich inc luded Hayton. He stated that the value of land had been raised 
everywhere a f ter Enclosure, and that farmers of all ranks were experimenting wi th new 
rotations and other improvements, such as introducing new breeds of cattle and sheep. 
Manure was used to improve the ferti lity of the l and, including that /rom doves which was 
said to mak e a good top dressing for wheat. He remarked that there were proba bly more 
pigeons kep t , mainly for their eggs and mea t, in lhe C l ays than anywhere else in England, 
and that farms of t en included a dovecote amongst their buildings. Several of these st ill 
stand in Mayton, i nc luding one at Church Farm, and one a l Bl ythe House, and both arc. 
of t he distinctive local design. Rober t Lowe descri bed t he far m houses and buildi ngs as 
usually not ver y spacious, but with a good fold yard, and always buil t of br ick and tile . 
He mentioned that some farmers were erecti ng barns and cowsheds in new improved designs, 
an expense only likel y t o be incurred if times were fairly prosperous. In certain ar eas, new 
farmsteads were built amongst the f i elds alter Enclosure, but this did not happen in Hayton. 
/\II the far ms are st ill located al ong t he main village street, excepl for Hayton Castle, 
whose site l ong preceded Parli amentary Enclosure, and Hillside House, on the ridge just 
north of t he village, which di d not exi st until the nineteenth century. 

Although for all villages, the aftermath of Enclosure meant a time or cas t ing off old ways 
and assimi lating new ones, it was a necessary change i f agri cul ture was to progress. Various 
transport developments, also of the la te eighteenth century, meant that horizons were widened 
everywhere, and tl1at the previous almost medieval li festy le was lost for ever in country 
parishes. 
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TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENTS OF THE LA TE EIGHTEENTH CENTUR Y. 

The most important transport development to affect the village of li ayton i n t he late eight· 
een th century was the cutting of t he Chesterfield Canal through the Parish between 1773 
and 1775. The land was surveyed by the famous engineer James Br indley, and the Canal 
followed a winding route just below the 50 foot contour l ine. Itinerant gani;s or navvies 
dug up the fields, so rec en t l y divided and hedged, just west of the v illage, but t here is 
no evi.dence avai l able that t he owners raised any objections as they were ent it led to. Perhaps 
the compensation they received for the small loss of land was an attract ion, and they must 
have ~ecognised the benefits to t he vi llage of having a navigable wat erway so c lose 10 hand. 

The Industri al Revolution of the late eighteenth century led to the growth iu irnportanu, 
of the coal, iron and lead i ndust ries, and i t was the need for bulk t ransport or these heavy 
goods which provided the st imulus for the development of a countrywide network oJ canals. 
The C hesterf ield C.rnal was an ear ly example, and was the f i rst to be constructed in Notting
hamshire. It was l.:irgely promoted by the London Lead Company who needed a more conven ien t 
shipp i01g p lace than Bawt ry, on the Idle, f or their lead smelted a t i\shover, Derbyshire. 
The River Idle had once been an impor tant t rading ar tery, bu t i ts use had decli ned, and 
after t he construc t ion o f the Chesterfield C anal il soon lost all its trade. fly 1779 the 
entire forty- six mile length of the Cana l from Chest er field to West Stockwi t h on the R iver 
Trent had been opened at a total construction cos t or £ 150,000. There must have· been 
great exci tement in Hayton when the first l oaded barges were hauled along the Canal by 
horses. The const ruc t ion o f t he Canal a lso involved building two tunnels, many locks and 
hundreds of br idges. Several of these red br ick, hump-backed, narrow br idges were bui l t 
i n Hay ton Parish, and a lthough so me only carry lanes across the Canal, the one on Srncath 
Lane and the one by the Doal Inn now convey much road traf f ic. In several places notches 
in the wal ls of the bridges adjacent to the towpath c an be seen, where horse ropes have 
worn grooves over the years. The Canal became a vital trading link and was much used 
by wooden narrow boats. To f acilitate the delivery and col lec tion of goods whar ves were 
also c onstruc ted for each vi llage. Hayton's Wharf was just ac ross the road f rom the Boat 
Inn, and C larborough's was near the Gate Inn on Smeath Lane. The presence of the Canal 
had an immedia te effec t on the pr ice of many heavy goods, which became cheaper as they 
were more readil y avai lable. Throsby, a contemporary Nottinghamshire historian, stated 
t hat coal dropped in pr ice from 15/6 to 10/ 6 a ton, and soon became the uni versal fuel. 
Rober t Lowe wro te in 17911 that the bilkers had even learnt to heat t hei r ovens with c oal 
rather than continue using the trad it ional f uels of the Common. Coal in fac t bec ame the 
rnain trade downstream on the Canal , along wi th i ron, lead, st one and met al goods. Grain, 
bricks and tiles, foodstuffs, malt, hops and foreign goods, including timber, were sent back 
upstream to the heavy industrial area which was developing in north Derbyshire and south 
Yorkshi re. On a loca l scale, the Canal becarne a use ful way of getting produce 10 Retford 
rnarkel , and within living memory a boat ca lled " The Packet" took people [ rom Hayton 
to the Inn o f that name on Grove Street . 

In addition to the obvious trade advantages of the Canal, various other uses were found 
for its water, both [or agricultural and domestic purposes. Sometimes, after filter ing and 
boiling the water was used lor drinking. Some Hay ton residents [el t i t was preferable to 
the loca l hard water, and certainly canal water, pumped up the hi ll to :; t orage t anks near 
the house, was used as the main suppl y at Hayton Castle until 194 5. Wells qui te of ten 
ran dry in the vi llage, so at t imes or drought canal water became vital. But the presence 
of a canal close t o t he v illage also had its t ragic moments, as an artic le in Retford Times 
of 1903 descr ibed. i\ two and a half year old boy was drowned one afternoon af ter following 
his mother to the Canal when she fetched a bucke t of water. The body was discovered 
by h is father , an agricu l tura l labourer, and an inquest was held at t he Boat Inn. Touch ingly, 
the newspaper recor ds that the coroner and jurors all handed their f ees to the parents after 
the verdic t or accidenta l drowning. 

The canal system bec11mc the most impor tant part of England's t ranspor t ne twork until 
the ra i lway age of the mid- nineteenth century c aused i ts inevitable decline. From then 
on the Chesterfield Canal car r ied f ewer and fewer goods, and af ter 1888 it r an at a loss. 
The link between Chesterfield and t he River Trent was severed i n 1908 by the collapse 
of the Norwood T,mnel at K i ve ton Park, whose maint enance had caused problems for many 
years. The Canal remained open for shorter distance commercial trade unt i l 1955, still 
so le ly used by horse drawn barges. For that reason the towpath survi ved i n good condit ion, 
and is now much used through Hayton Parish as a footpath. Today the Canal has also taken 
on a new role f or recreat ional purposes, and once again tradi t iona l narrow boats and more 
modern craf t are frequently seen on t he water. 
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The Canal Bridge on Church Lane, Hayton. 

The second major transport development of this period was the general improvement in 
the country 's road network through the formation o f Turnpike Trusts. Usually, exi sting 
main roads, Ii ttle more than rough tracks, were upgraded using new 111e thods of paving. 
The finance necessary to mainta in them in good condition was provided by tolls levied at 
various points al ong the routes. In 1766, the t urnpiked Great North Road was diverted 
east wards by several miles t o pass through Retford. According to the nineteenth century 
local historian, P ierc y, a new era of prosperi ty commenced in the history of the town. 
Retford was Hayton's main mar ket centre, and so it is likely that the villagers shared in 
the increased trade and wealth wh ich the North Road brought to t he area. The main road 
between Ret ford and Gainsborough, which forms the parish boundary with C larborough, 
was turnpi ked in 1787, and was widely used by local and longer distance traffic. Piercy 
wrote that it was regarded as t he " open door" for tradi ng purposes, via the Trent and port 
of Hull, to the r est of t he world. White's D irectory of Nottinghamshi re published in 18 32 
mentions a "car" from Relford to Gainsborough every morning al six o'clock to rneel t he 
"Hull steam packets and Lincolnshire coaches". The arr ival of t he railways in the mid
nineteenth century led tu a dec line in the importance of t his busy route, w hicn has only 
been reversed by the widespread use of motor vehicles i n recent times. 

The t ransport developments of this period led t o inc reased trade and t ravel opportuni ties 
which were t o a!fect t he vi llagers of Hayton just as much as the Enc losure process. Horizons 
were widened for . some, but the many available det ai led records of the nir,eteeoth century 
suggest that life was still focused mainl y on the Parish. 

H AYTON IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

PART J. !&OJ - 1841. 

The population of England and Wales increased rapidly throughout the . nineteenth . century 
from almost nine million people in 1&01 to thirty two and a half m1ll1on people in 1901. 
This rise, however, was not experienced evenly in all areas, but. was highly concentrated 
wi thin the new industrial towns. They grew not only by natural mcrease, but also bec ause 
of huge waves of in-migration from rural parts, which stagnated or even declined in size. 
In 1&01 only about 20% of the total population lived in towns of over 10,000 persons, bu t 
this proportion rose steadi ly throughout the century, so that by 1901 th~ pos1t1on was comp
letely reversed with 80% in towns and onl.y. 20% rural.. Because of th~s, the whole outl_ook 
of the nation char,ged lrom one where t rad1t1onal rural interests predominated, to one mainly 
concerned wi th urban and industrial Jile. The story ol Hayton In the nineteenth century 
must therefore be viewed against t his background of decline, a l though until 1841 the population 
did increase t o some extent . The detailed census f igures for the Parish ar c given in Appendix 
2, along with those for Nottinghamshi re, and England and Wales which_ provide in teresting 
comparisons .. 

Between 1801 and 184 1 the Parish populat ion i ncreased by 20% from 236 to 281 _persons, 
the highest number unti l the modern residentia l development of the mid- twentieth c:cntur.y 
began. Over the same per iod, t he populat ion o.f England and Wal es almost. doubled, so 11 
would seem likely t hat people were already beginning to move out of the village t.o urban 
centres, lured by the prospect of bet ter employment oppor tunities. Those mosl ilkely to 
leave were young adults who were not landowners, and whose fami l ic.s had probably ne~cr 
rec overed from the effects of Enclosure in 1764. The fortunes of agriculture varied during 
this period, ,md t he financial lot of the agricu l tural l abourer was a lways. precar ious al . the 
best of times, so people possibl y · felt their l i ves would be more s'."cure 1f they found 1obs 
i n the fa<.:tories and work shops of the rapid ly expanding towns and c it ies. By leaving, ho.wever , 
these young people depri ved the villages of the ir next generation of .children, and 1l was 
usual to fi nd an increasing proportion of older people in the total population of the countryside 
as the nineteenth <.:cntury progressed. 

l" or the majori ty who remained in Hayton, life. went on much as before, with agriculture 
the predominant interest, although u surprising number of other trad.es were also present 
in the village. Despite the Canal and turnpike roads t ravel was sttll more l11mted than 
today, and so 111ost everyday needs were met in the vi llage or at the nearest market town. 
Hayton was never l arge enough 10 support a lull range of trades and probably co-operated 
with C larborough in many ways. Hayton people have. always. had to use the Post Off ic e 
in C larborough, and indeed, accor ding to a Retfor d Times art ic l e, the village had to wai t 
until 1893 to be allocated its own Post Box. 

Apart from lists o f l andowners and the Par ish Regist ers, one ol the _earl iest de tailed. records 
of t he people of Hayton i s provided by White's D irector y of Nottmgharnsh1rc _published. m 
1832. A l though i ts l ist ol 37 persons may not be comple te, and could .contain Inaccurac1es, 
it gives a good idea of the pr incipal inhabitant s and tradesmen l1v1ng in the Parish at that 
dare. 21 f armers including 4 at Tiln arc listed, and 6 other people ~ot accor_ded a t rade 
arc included, who were probably of independent f inancial means. l he remaining people 
were tradesmen and crnltsmen, and perhaps surpr ising ly, the list includes thr ee shoemakers. 
Unti l t he American Civil War of the I860's, when mechanisation or the industry began, 
a ll boots were hand made to customers' indivi dual requirements, and so most vi llages numbered 
a shoemaker amongst their i nhabitants. O ther vital local craf tsmen were the ~heelwright, 
Thomas Moore, also described as a blacks mi lh and machine-maker, and the )Omer, . John 
Pettinger. The vi llagers were provided wi th rnlreshment by_ two publicans, George Sm.1th 
and Luke Smith who may have owed a considerable proportion of their trade to passing 
travellers on th~ Canal. The influence of this waterway can also be seen in the r emaining 
two trades list ed, t hose oJ boatowner, and brickmaker. Brickyards were frequent ly developed 
c lose to Canals in Clay areas, to provide an easily transported supply of building material s, 
and somet imes wharves were specially construc ted for t hem. We know tha t a bdckyard 
existed at this time by the Canal on the Hayton Cast le estate, and t hat another was si tuated 
beyond the Ga le Inn on Srncath Lane, just into Clar borough Parish. _A det ai led map of 
"twen ty miles around Mansf ie ld" drawn by Sanderson in 1835, which i nc ludes Hayton on 
the edge of i ts area, marks a brick k iln there. A sale advert , which appeared in the Retford 
Times in 1877, shows that this brickyard ceased production at that date when the c lar was 
worked out. Tl,c stock in trade to be auctioned included "60,000 bricks, sundry ch imney 
pots, planks, boards and sl ide windows", and so it would seem that t he br ickyards funct ioned 
as the supply point for all the needs of the house construction industry. 
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The fir st na t ional Census was taken in 180 1, but un til I8'1I i t consi sted of a head count 
only, and so no detailed inlormation is avai lable. During t he l830°s t he creation of Poor 
Law Unions .and other local go vernment development s meant t hat a hierarchy of officials 
was now available to co-ordinate the Census. An ambi t ious survey was c arried out in 184 1 
which se t the st yle for all subsequent ones, although there have been many m odifications 
ar\d additions since. The forms were filled in by the householder , who was requi red to 
give the age and sex of each per son resident, their occupation and place of birth. L ocal 
enumerators collect ed the forms, and helped wi th writing i f t he householder wa s illiterate. 
The det ails were then transferred irrto "Enumerator' s Books" which arc preserved at Somerset 
House, and may be studied on microfilm in local libraries. 

Sarne parts of t he Census recor ds of 1841 for Hayton ar e very faded, and ulmost impossible 
l o read. However, the sections which arc leg ible tie up f requently with the details given 
i n the 1832 Whi te 's Directory. Many names are found in both records, al t hough the nine
year time i nter val inevit ably means some changes had t aken place in the vi l lage. The two 
publicarls are recorded as Ann Smith of the Boal Inn, and Luke Pettinger of the Anchor 
Inn. The latter was si tuat ed on Main Street near Scotter L ane, and was the older of the 
two Inns. I t predat ed the cutti ng of the Canal, but before t his event was known by a di f ferent 
name. A grocer, John Wai t e, and two tailors, Robert Dawson and Henry Wa~bur ton, arc 
recorded in addi l ion to the tradespeople l isted i n 1832. Thornas Moore, the wheelwright, 
had died at the early age of 48 years in 1840, according t o the Par ish Register. The 1841 
Census records his wife Ann as the head of the household wi t h live growing chi ldren t o 
support. The e ldes t son, Thomas, probably he lped t o r un t he business, as seven male apprentices
aged between 15 and 20 years were employed and l ived with t he f amily. We k now lrom 
lhe Ti the Records of 1841 (which wi ll be extensivel y referred to in the next scc; t1on) that 
t he Moore fami l y owned property at the north end of the village where "The Lodge" now 
stands. The house stood i n grounds of 5 acres which contained outbuildings, workshop,, 
sheds and a timber yard, as we ll as an area of grass and orchard. I t wou ld th,erclorc seem 
that Thornas Moore t he e lder had established a subst antial business which was able t o ron tinur 
af ter his death. It i s bel ieved that this area became k nown loca lly as "lkdl am Square•" 
bec ause ol the noise c rea tee by machinery ! 
Whereas the Trade Directories onl y list principal i nhabitants and prorcssions, the C:cnsus 
includes all per sons in the Pc1r i!>h, and 1mrny h :1rm labourer:; dnd 5cr v<:1n ts, both in.Jk und 
female, arc l isted {or Hayton. Most of those designated "male servants" WL'l"L' boys aRt·d 
bet ween I 11 and 20 years resident in I arming households, and were probab ly more corrc-n ly 
11 furm apprentices" r ather than indoor servants. It wus a common system in the nirwtecnth 
century for sons to go to neighbouring larms where they rc-ceived board and lodging and 
were hired on a yearly basis to help w i t h general farm work. Many of th<• female servants 
were a lso employed in {ar ming households, and a l though they were more like ly to bC' t•ngag<'d 
in domesti<: duties they may too have helped with various agr icultural tasks. 

A l though in many ilreus the Church and i ts clergy still hud i1 great influence ,n t he l 'urish, 
this may not have been so in Hayton dur ing the early ninc- tecnth <.;cntury. Frorn 1807 to 
1833 the two Vicars, Will iam Hodges and Willi am Ti trin, a lso he-Id lh<' living o l Mat lcrsey 
and probably res ided there, as church records suggest that Hayton Vwarag<' w as lr-t l o tC>nants 
at this lime. However , in June 1833, the Rev. John M ason, aged '>9, bc-\cu11<~ Vicar , and 
we know l rom the 1811 I census that he resided al t he Vicarage with his wi fr Hannah, and 
the ir fami ly and ser vants. According l o a Church Tc-rr ier or 18111, which lis tt"d a ll I ls property 
and g lcbe land, the house had a sou thern aspec t at this time, w i th a lean-to roor on th<' 
north side and wh i t ewashed walls. Var ious outbui ldings had been erected by te nants which 
had gone to ruin, and the house too was in a general ly decaying c:ond i tion, so l1k there 
was probably 1101 very cornlortablc for the Vicar and his ramily. In 1839 .lohn Moson be,a111<' 
the first Ch.ip lain of Re l ford Union Workhouse on Sprtal Hill, and so tht• people· or H ayton 
may , via this contact, have been able to keep i n touch w ith the poor o r t he- l'arish who 
had been recently removed there. However , his appointmen t was short l i vcd as i ll' died, 
aged 70, i n necembcr 181111, and was buried at Hayton. The village had seen several \1 1<·.irs 

come and go during the fi rs t part of t he nineteen th century, but cont inui t y has been 111ain
t ained by one o f several long- serving c:hurchwardens. The Parish l3ur ial f{<'g rs ter <'nlry 
for Wil liam Barrat t on Septe mber 28th 1'836 records him as aged ~I years .ind "upwards 
fi ft y years C lerk of this Parish" . 

The Church o f England was not the only dcnominat io11 represented in Hayton .i~ this time. 
F rom its cur liest bcginrungs there WilS a strong local intcrc!it in the Methodist movement, 
which was rounded by .lohn Wesl ey of Epworth in the ni'id-cightccnth century. Dr. llarry 
lliggs or Eaton H all researched the st ory of the founding of Haywn Chapel whe n he wrote 
a brochure to celebrate i ts 150th Anni versary in 197'~, and the following infon nYtion i !-i 
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t aken rrom that booklet. John Wesley preached in Clayworth on l ive occasions between 
17 51 and 1761, and i l is likely tha t his open air congregation inc luded people rrom Hayton. 
Villagers may also have taken an inter est in the small Methodis t Societ ies which were es t 
ab l ished in N orth Wheatley, C lay worth and Ret ford i n t he l760's and I770' s. Ini t ially 11 
was usual for groups to meet {or classes and prayer meetings in pr i vate homes, and for 
public worship to continue t o be centred on the Angli can Church, until increasing numbers 
or a definite r i f t provided the motivation f or bui lding a chapel. In 1801 the Hayton Methodis ts 
applied to the ArchibishoI> of York for the necessary licence to meet in the house o l John 
Selby . At t he end o r its [irst year , the Society had eleven members, and was led by Joseph 
Wi lson, a Rctford barber and local preacher. By 1803 they had expanded to 20 members 
and had becon,e part of the newly fanned Retford Circuit. The society had a lso applied 
for a new l icence to meet at t he home of George Cobb, just beyond ChurC'h Lane. f'or 
rnarIy years af ter this they were led by J ohn Swinburn, and alt'hough the _numbers of fu ll 
member s { luc tuated between 12 and 22, i t must be remembered that rul es for me mbership 
were str irt, and that the actual congregat ions were probabl y much larger. In 1821 there 
were 22 members, and it was at this t ime that t he money was raised t o build a Chapel 
on a si t e I O by 8 yards near Church L ane, which was purchased for £ 2 lrorn a laboure,· 
cal led Thomas Pickering. The first e leven trustees were mainly f armers o{ North Not ting
hamshi re, and included John Swinburn, a farmer , Robe r t Dawson, a t ailor, and Thomas Lidster, 
a cordwainer, coll from Hayton. The ordinary membership tended to be drawn from thc
hu n,bler strata of village society, mainl y smallholders, craf tsmen and farm l abourers. Howc-ver, 
notable amongst t heir nurnbers was John Hutchinson, a "gentleman or Clarborough" who 
was al so a trustee and came f ro m a well known local landed famil y. Very rcw of the gentry 
were ever associated with Methodism in North Nottinghamshire , and i t must have taken 
a great deal of c ournge for him to st and apart f rom his social ci rcle at a t ime of acute 
class consciousness. 

The Wesleyan Chapel cos t £ 11,0 to bui ld and was officially opened on ·,'6th i\u!\ust 1821, 
al t er wh ich date services which had previously been fortnightly ,u 6 p.rn. became weekly. 
From then on the Chapel became an important part o l vil lage l ife, and by 185 1 an Lcclc-s
iastical Census revealed that on average more people attended i t s services t han those ut 
t he Parish Churcl,. 

THE PARISH L ANDSCAPE IN 1841. 

From 1764 to 181/ I when we next have a detailed record of land use in Hayton, f armers 
must have gradually adjusted to more i ndividual methods of agriculture necessitated by 
Enclosure. The fortunes of far ming in England in general varied throughou t this period, 
but the growing populat ion meant there was still incentive for i nc reased e f f icienc y and 
new methods lonfi after the " r evolution" o f t he eighteenth century. In 18115, R.W. Corringharn 
of Llolham Hal l , near Re tford wrote a pr ize essay on the agricul ture of Notti nghamshire 
for the Royal Agricultural Society. He sugges.tcd that excellent f arming was carried out 
in the north clay di stric t , wi th t he general prosperit y of the area shown by the superior 
condi lion of the houses and out -buildings. /\ diversi ty of cropping syst ems was used on 
arable land, but the most popular was a six course system of f allow; barley or wheat; 
gr ass including red c lover; wheat; beans; and wheat or oats. The land had been found 
to be too strong for grow ing turnips and was "ral her sti ff" everywhere. In some places 
i t was heavy enough t o require four hor ses in a line to a single p lough, accompanied by 
a driver as we ll as a ploughman. The land was potential l y highl y (erti le f or cer eal production, 
especially when drained, and i t is possible tha t new methods using clay pipes devi sed during 
the I 840 °s were tr ied out in the Hayton area by laq:;e landowners, who according t o Corringham
were wealthy and enl ightened ! 
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We are lortuna1e that a copy of the 1841 Ti the Map and Apportionment of l"l.ent Charge 
has survived lor the Parish of Hayton, as according to W.D. Stephens in his book "Sources 
lor Engl ish l ocal H istory" they rank as the most complete record ol the agrarian landscape 
at any period. The system of paying tithes in kind to the church was essentially o medieval · 
rnncept which was becorning increasingly diflicult to operate from the late e ighteen th century 
onwards. There was a general demand for commutation or tithes ro a rent r harge, and 
in 1816 an A c t o f Parliament was passed which laid down the necessary procedures. In 
1839 a Par ish Meeting was held ol the landowners oJ Hayton, and an agreement reached 
which was published in 1841 . Much or the Parish land i s descr ibed in great detail ,n this 
map and accompanying document, but unfortunately the 1,260 acres of former open fields 
and comn,ons arc not included, as their tithes were i.:xtingui shed by the Enclosu re Award 
of 1764. This me.ins that the land use record of the former Hayton Lordship 1s incomplete 
exc<'pt for the "ancient enclosures" along the village str <'<'I and near Hayton Cast le Farm. 
The 775 acres of land around Tiln, which wer<' anciently enclosed, were still subjec t to 
tithe, and so the map detai ls can be used t o build up a complete picture of l and use there 
in 184 I. 

A chequerboard pattern of rectangular lields is revealed in Tiln. Their sizes VJry lrom 
5 to 15 acres, with the rna1ori ty around 10 acres. Ttie land close 10 1he River Idle on the 
outer per ime ter ol the Parish, and the north eastern area bordered by Gunsbec:k and Old 
Eau f)rain, was virtually all p.isture or meadow, wi th f ield names frequently inr·luding the 
element "<:arr". Much of the rest of the land, both cast and wesl of the hamlet, a total 
area of about 460 acres, and almost 60% of the total area was described as arable, but 
unfortunately the ac tual crops grown were not recorded. The word "hopyard" 1s mentioned 
several limes in field names, mid this r efers to an unusual crop which was es tablished around 
Rctford, Tuxford and Southwell during the eighteenth century to supply the loeal brewing 
industry. The to tal aneage of hops in Nottinghamshi re varied from year to year, but by 
1800 was probably at least 1, 100 acres. Robert Lowe, writing in 1794, mentioned T1ln and 
Wclham in his list of principal hop plantations, and the crop became sulliciently important 
local ly for an arlnual hop l air to be estublished in Ret ford each October. Yields were never 
high, but the varie ty grown was stronger than the Kcntish Hops, and so went further, al though 
11 was g~ner ally felt to have an inferior rank flavour. When the local brewing industry 
declined m importance after 1800, cultivation began to decline rapidly, and the crop had 
disappeared by 1880. The 1841 tithe- records give no clue as to whether fields bear ing 
the name "hopyard c lose", but described simply as arable, were still ,n produc tion, but a 
dc• tailed rnap druwn by Sanderson in 18 35 marks only one fie ld of hops near Srncath Lane , 
and none near Tiln itself. The name o f the Public ~louse "The Hop Pol e" on the edge of 
l~l"tlord, near Welham, survives as the only reminder of this former local crop. 

In addition to pasture and arable land, the Honouruble John Simpson of Dabworth owned 
17 acres in Til n which he maintained as five smal l areas nf plantat ion for his own use. 
Th,: larges t p lot was 9 acres which survives today as Tiln Holt, eas t of the hamlet. Two 
of l hc- smaller areas were- neurby, and l he remaining two were at the· ex t reme south-western 
edge• of the l'aris_h ~car the R iver Idle. Fox hunting had be,·ome a popular past i me amongst 
the gentry, and II is probable that these areas were or iginally planted as covens, as was 
cornmon all over the Midland shires a t this time. John Simpson, in rac t, owned about 7596 
o f all the land in Tiln, but i1 was occupied, and presumably rented, to three far mers. John 
Peck and James Ramsker, who both lived in the hamlet, farmed 320 acres and 165 acres 
rcspen1vcl y ,n S<'veral blocks or arable and pasture land. "George Peck of Hayton" occupied 
the• re1na indcr around 13roomhouse, an outlying farm on the extreme south-western edge 
o f the Parish by the River Idle. However, according t o the 1841 census, an agricultural 
labourer, Wi lliam Wi lkinson lived there, so it is possible that he was employed by George 
Peck who also farmed much land around Hayton and l ived al the present Canner Heading 
Farm. The t ithe map reveals that Tiln also contained one further mixed farm of 160 acres 
which was own<'r occupied by Thomas Walker, who lived in the hamlet. These lour sub
s tan tial farms acTounted for virtually a ll t he land · in Tiln, and the 1811 I census completes 
the pic ture ol this small wholl y agr icultural cnmmuni ty o f JO persons by recording only 
three other humbler households. 
The situution in Tiln, where land ownership and occupati on was concentrated in a lew hands, 
was in marked contras t to the res t of Hayton, where 49 occupiers, mariy of them also thr 
owners, shared m , the total t.ithcabl e area of I, 184 acres. The population o f th<' Hayton 
portion of the Parish was 25 1 persons in 18111, and most, as in 17611, lived along M ain Street 
where the land was still subject to l ithe. The anciently enclosed holdings arc• described 
in detuil, and consisted of homesteads and gardens, sometimes orchards, and occas,onally 
dovecotes. Many people also owned crofts of gruss extend ing to the back lane or canal, 
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and some probably owned or occupied further land in the Parish not subject to tithe, and 
there fore no1 recorded m these documents. It is therefore impossible to build up a complete 
picture for IIJyton, but the numbers of occupiers involved would make such an analy~1~ 
rur too compl icated in any case for a study of this kind. The 18'1 I CC'nsus rrvrals that 
mos t of the owners or occupiers recorded ,n the tithe records were farmers or ,·ottagc-r,. 
The exan1ple of Hall Furm on Main Street was given to i llustrate the Cnc losurc- /\ward of 
1764, and will be used again to show the details available lor 18111. The seven acres of 
11rass land around the farm was still owned by the f\celey lamily, but was now occup1c-d 
by Thomas t>ugdin, a farmer of 60 years. There was a pond in front or the house ll1c-n 
as now, w i th :111 area o f gar den, and an orc;harc1 where the present council houses of tha t 
name stand. 
Further interesting details relate to John l\ucklow, a furrner of )6 year s, who had four 
young children, and employed three servants. In addition to a considerable area or tithe-
free land, and 1 acres of grass ancien tly enclosed at the corner or Sineath Lane and Marn 
Stn•et, lw O<'l'upied 11 ,lt'r<'s near Scotter L ane ex t ending back l ro m Ma,n Strec- t to the Canal. 
Th is area or land included a house, garden, noft of grass, and a malt kiln by the Can.ii. 
I have not been able 10 discover ii this was S1111 in use at the tune, and ii ha~ smc:c disap
pc-Jrcd. Some people recorded as occupiers of land in the tithe records probably only workc-d 
a small <1creagc to supplement income brought in by a trude. ror instance, Rol>ert nawson, 
.11:cd 60, wus described a~ a tai lor in the- 18'1 I Cc-nsus, and owned a house and garden opposit<• 
Hall 1°ar m, but he illso worked a one acr<' croft, w hic.h extended down to the ,·anal behind 
his home, and a two acre meadow west of the Church. The- two publ icans both 0<·cup1cd 
a few anes of pasture, and this system of combining f.irming with a tr ade- sec-ms to hJY<' 
be-en very common according to ccnsu~ records. 

'l"ht• only p:.ir t of Hay ton where land use <:an be desn1b<'<I in de tai l " arollnd Hay1on Cas tl<' 
Farm, wh<'rc- 112 acres now owned by " Rober t Hartshorne Bar ber of Edinburgh" was sti ll 
sub1ec1 to tithe. The farm was occupied by James Creighton, a native of Scotland, who 
lived there with his family and several senants. The land closest to th<' house was described 
ilS 11arden, paddock and orchard, and a two acre plantation on the f'ur ish boundary now existed 
in addit ion 10 thP Ash Holt mentioned in 1762. The lields extending from the house down 
to the Canul were all recorded as pasture or meadow, whereas those on the higher ground 
were- arable. 

The former Canner Heading C loses near Clarborough par ish boundary arc also described 
in detai l, and were divided roughly equal ly between arable and pasture land in 18111, a pattern 
likely to have been repeated all over the Parish, if detai l s were available. On both sides 
or Main Street a continuous band of grassland ·extended from the Boat Inn to the parish 
boundary with Clarborough, and from the Canal to the back lane now known as "Lovers 
Walk". The straggl ing village consis ted of mainly brick-built houses, some w ith thatched 
rnofs, which wer e interspersed wi th form build ings, gardens, orchards and small crofts o f 
grass. This landscape setting provides the backdrop for t he story of the Parish dur ing 
the later part o f the nineteenth century. 
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Main Street, Hayton, looking north, Church Lane is oo the lelt 
beyond which the school and Methodist Chapel can be seen. 

Main Stree t, llay ton, lool<ing nor th from Hall Farm orchard. "Tate's 
shop", the present "()olphin' , llarn", is on the right. 

Main Street, Hayton, Jookiog north. The Anchor Inn, now demolished, 
is on the lcf t . 

The Anchor Inn, Hayton. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF HAYTON DURING THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
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Main Street, Hayton, looking north towards Blythe House and rhe 
Boat Inn. 

The Boat Inn, Hayton. 

"Tate's shop" , M ain Street, Hayton. The blacksmith's workshop can 
be seen behind the group of boys. 

Barlow Brothers caulillowers en route from Hayton to Welham r ailway 
si dings. 
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Women and arlow Brothers or B children • • pick mg peas f in Hayton. 

Barlow Brothers employees work ing in a field of c I e ery in Hayton. 

M.:iyton Cast IP T ile Vu-1rn 1;111 

fill' righl . 

l>.illroom extension b on 

Church Far1111 Main )lrcct 11• ' ayton. T • • • 
doveco t •· r ad1 llOfli.il 

c c~m be seen. 
f.Jrrn b uild ings and 
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Hayton Church School and Teacher's Residence. 

Hayton Church School pupils. 

St. Pc-tcr's Churd1, M.iy ton rn) 111 <'.hurd, Lane~ 
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Hayton Vic.iragc, west f ront . 
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HAYTON IN THE. NINE.TE.EN TH CENTURY 

PART 2. 185 1 ONWARDS. 

From 1851 to 1891 the population of the Parish remained virtual ly unchanged a t just over 
250 per-sons (sec Appendix 2). Over the same period, t he population of Engl and a nd Wales 
continued to r ise, increasing from 18 mi llion to 29 million. Hayton's size remained unchanged 
probably because greater numbers of people decided to leave the village ·than had been 
the case in the earlier nineteenth century. In fact, if t he figures for t he Ti ln part of 
the Parish, which .ire available from 18/fl to 1881, are separated, they show that Hayton 
village declined from 25 1 to 207 persons because Ti l n slightly increased in size, whi le sti ll 
remaining a wholly agricultural hamlet. It would be incorrect , however, to suggest that 
the movement from Hayton was a l l outwards, as villages al ways maintained a dynamic existence, 
with people moving around locally for various r easons. At each date, the Census Emirnerator's 
l\ooks record some families whose surnames are of long standing, but others of unfamil iar 
names, who had presumably recently moved into the village. B irthplace details which 
arc available f rom 185 1 onwards show that 112% of the people resident were born in Hay ton, 
and another 14% were born in the neighbouring parishes of C larborough, Wheatley or Claywor th. 
26% were born elsewhere in north N otti nghamshire, and many of these were wives of Hayton 
born husbands. Perhaps surprisingly another 12% came from Lincolnshire , but mostly from 
par ishes c l ose t o the county boundary . The remaining few not accounted for were born 
in Yorksh.irc, Derbyshire or Scotland. 

The cons tan l round of births, marriages and deaths, which of course affected the Parish 
populat ion, arc revea led in t he Parish Regi sters. Between 1850 and 1900 a_ total of 211
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baptisms, 76 marriages and 222 burial5 were recor ded. The a~e a t death, included from 
1813 onwards, provides interesting results when anal ysed, and I t 1s unlortunate that the 
c:ause of death was not also recorded. Medical care was still rudimentary, and for t he 
poorer people diet was o ften inadequate, so liie was still precarious, particularly f_or the 
young, and this is graphicall y demonstrated by the bur ial records. for Hayton. Untd 1880 
about 25% of all burials were of c:hi ldren under 5 years old, with many newborn infants 
included in that number. Af ter 1880 the proportion dropped, which may have been due 
to improved heal th, bul was possibly because !ewer chi ldren were bor~ in the villag~ as 
so many young people had moved away. The burial statistics suggest that 1( children 7urv1ved 
past the age of 5 years they then had a good chance of reaching adulthood and living to 
a ripe old age. 

Throughout the nineteenth century over 30% of burials were of people over 70, with many 
in their 80's and a few over 90 year s '. From 1&80 to 1900 11G% o r the bur ial s were of 
people over 70, but this probably reflects the age structure of the l'a~ish a t that t iri'.e, 
rather than showing that the people were unusually long 11 vcd : I r Census age details 
are analysed the trends suggested by the Parish Rcgister.s <)re con.firmed. .Although many 
people lived long lives, it was common for one partner 111 a ,narriage to die prematurely, 
as many widows and w idowers are recorded as heads of households. 

One interest i ng and sad example is provided by the 1851 Census, where an agricultural 
labourer widower , aged 35, is listed. He had two young sons aged 1 years and 7 months, 
so it is likely that his wile died in childbirth or soon afterwards. He employed a young 
w idow as resident housekeeper, presumably to care for his chi ldren, and the household also 
included a lodger, an older agricultural labourer. Perhaps thi s arrangement was made 
to help pay the housekeeper's wages, as lile must have- been. a great struggle for him at 
a time when Nottinghamshire labourers only earned about ten shill ings per week. 

In times past famil y bereavement was a much more. commonly occuring event than is O,e 
case today, and probably there was plenty of support in small , rural, c lose-kni t comrnun1t1cs
The phenomenon of a dec l ining population size, with many young people leaving the area, 
was a new problem in the later nineteenth century with which villages all over Englan_d 
had to come to ter ms. By c omparison with the over all nationwide pattern, a n analysis 
or the age structure of the community i n Hayton in 1&5 1 and 187 1 shows that :he_ popula~i on 
was increasingly concentrated in the o lder age range. In 1851 there was a distinct deficit 
of young men in their twenties, the group most likely to leave for jobs i n i ndustrial areas, 
and conversely larger than expected numbers of young unmarried ".'omen stiU l iving a t ho".'e. 
f>y I 871, these trends were all becoming more marked as the village contrnued to decline 
in size. 
I t cannot be coinc ident al that Hayton changed from a populiltion which was r ising slowly 
to one which was declining at exactly the time that the rail way came to Retford. The 
nation's network of lines was largely built in the mid-nineteenth century, and those around 
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lktford were begun in 1849, and completed in a few years. Clarborough tunnel was opened 
at this time, and men lrom Hayton probably found temporary employment there during 
its construc t ion. The arrival of this new means of transport for people and goods had 
an impact on the area which was just as important as the re-routing of the Gr eat North 
Road and the construction of the Chesterfield C anal during t he previous century . 

I\ who le new " railway town" grew up at Thrumpton, on the edge of Relford, and many new 
jobs were creat ed either d irec t ly or indirectly because of the impetus g iven t o industrial 
devel opment . Many people who left Hayton may have moved only as far as Retford to 
f i nd employment, as the t own grew quite rapidly at this time. Others may have travelled 
to the iron and steel area which was developing around Sheffi eld as i t was now easily acces
sible using the direct rail l ink. Some may have decided t o move fur t her north or south 
as Rctford was now on a main l ine be tween London and Scot land, a lthough census statistics 
()f the nineteenth century show that people tended to move to the industrial area closest 
to their birthplace. 

This study however is not concerned with those who left Hayton, but wi tr, those who remained 
in the vi llage, and the Census r ecords of the later nineteenth century contain a wealth 
of detail abou t the inhabi tants. The 1&41 Census was deemed a great success, and paved 
the way for even more ambitious sur veys from 1851 onwards. Unlortuna tcly the Enumerator' s 
books do not usually record the exac t address of each householder in rural areas, as the_y 
do in towns, but even so they provide a fascinating record of nineteenth century communities. 
I\ hundred year rule of secrecy appl ies on these documents, so the l ast date at presen t 
for which t he Enumerator' s f}ooks are avai lable is 1&81. These however are very faded 
for parts of Hayton, and so a complete pic ture of the Parish can onl y be built up from 
1851 to 187 1. Various trade director ies continued to be published throughout t he nineteenth 
century, and these along wi th Retlord Times artic les from 18G9 onwards can somet imes 
Jdd extra detail. 

The Census reveals agr iculture as con tinuing to be the predominant interest in Hayton. 
From 1850 to the l 870's British agriculture enjoyed a golden age of unparal leled prosperity . 
There was very little foreign competit i on lor cerea l growers at this time, i!nd farmers 
were able to benef i t from the steadily growing total populat ion, increasingly concentrated 
i n industrial areas. Once the rai I way network was establ ished rural areas were o f ten 

ab le to take advantage o{ new markets al a d istance previously unheard of, and this was 
certainly true around Relford. The local ar ea became an imp'or tant supplier of all kinds 
o r farm produce for the SheCfield area. 

/\I Lhough Hayton was not f ortunate enough to actually be situa ted on a line with a station 
of its own, as were many local villages, it nevertheless was close enough to Retford to 
b~ncfit f rom the widening of market s. The Census records reveal a continua ti on of fami liar 
surn<1mcs amongst ! armers over the years, as ownership of land led to stabi l it y. Holdings 
were small by today 's standards, and in 1&51, of the total of 24 farmers in the Parish, 
only 6 in Hayton and 3 in Ti ln worked over 100 acres of l and. 10 had holdings of between 
10 iind 100 acres, and 5 farmed less than 10 acres and should perhaps ha~e been more correct ly 
termed "cott agers", although some of them combined farming with a trade. As agricul ture 
was st i l l al most entirel y unmechanised and highly labour intensi ve, ii was on ly feasib le 
to work a small acreage unless the farmer was wea l thy enough to empl oy severa l agr icul tura l 
lab0l1rers and farm servants. Of the nine farmers working over 100 acres most had large 
households which included male and female servants in addition to t hei r families, although 
two were middle-aged bachelors. 

Farmers who worked smaller acreages often re lied on grown up sons and daughters to help 
with agricultural tasks, but those with most land usually employed additional labourers. 
In the days before "old age pensions" wages· earned by agricul tural labourers were at lar 
too low a level to enable them t o save for re tirement. The only alternative for t hose not 
of "independent means", of which there were very few in Hayton, was the hated workhouse, 
and so people continued in their occupations as long as their heal th allowed them to. In 
H ayton several agr icultural labourers were recorded in their 60's and 70' s at each Census 
date, despite the hard physical effort requi red of the job. 

Most of the occupations listed were r elated to agriculture in some way, especially when 
i t is remembered that many of the male and fema le servants were employed in farming 
households. From 1851 to 1&71 the numbers employed in agriculture stayed fai rly constant. 
/\t each date there were between 20 and 25 farmers, about 20 agricultural ·Iabourers, 15 
male f arm servants, and 15 female servants in the Parish, along with a few assoc iated spec· 
iJl ised jobs such as shepherdess, butcher and farmer, cattle dealer, seed merchant, fruit 
1;rowcr and market gardener. The last two occupat ions were recorded more often as the 
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nineteenth centur y progressed reflecting the developing importance of the area in this field. 
In J 87 l and 188 l, a coachman, George Whaley is listed, who also appears i n trade directories 
of the ti me as a carrier operating from the Vine Inn, Ret!ord on market days. Such men 
became a vital link between outlying agricultural vi l luges and t he railways, carry ing goods 
and people and often undertaking commissions for clients in town while they were waiting 
to make their return journey . 

Most of the r emaining occupations li sted f rom 185 I to 1871 were trades or professions. 
Smith H ill , the village blacksmith in 1851 and 186 1, lived at the present Blacksmith's C:ott<1ge. 
He died at the earl y age of 117 years in 18G8 and is buried at Hayton. His wife /\nn was 
left to bring up their large young fami ly, several of whom lived in 1-layton for . mos t ol 

1their li ves, The youngest son Smith, who was Parish C lerk and sexton, died in 19 ,2 aged 
77, still living in the house where he was born. By 1871 a new b lacksmith, Charles llurrcll, 
had arrived in the v i II age with his family, but by 1881 Smith H i ll's eldest son .lohn had 
r eturned from working in Shellield t o take up the profession, before setting up JS a market 
gardener. The master shoemaker, Thomas Whi t lam, first recorded in IM I, con t inued in 
h is job for many years, and was joined by Job Porl'er after 1861. The tai lor, Henry Warburton, 
was still listed in 18 51 , but not in 186!. Several young women were then recorded by the 
Census as dressmakers, so perhaps they took over some of his trade, However, a cJll ing 
card discover ed at Hayton Castl e during recent renovations shows t hat a Mr Merryweather, 
a travelling mcns outfitter, visited the area regu larly at thi s time. 

1John Pettinger who was the village joiner in _1841 died aged 86 in 18 13. Luke Pettinger, 
his son, who was licencee o( t he Anchor Inn, 1s al so r ecorded m 1851 as a carpenter, uged 
48, who employed three men. He lived a t the Inn wirh his wife /\nn and two daughters, 
who by 1861 arc recorded as barmaids. By 1871 they had lef t home, and i n 1879 his wife 
died. Jn the 1881 Census, Luke is descr ibed as a deaf widower, work ing as a publinin 
and cowkceper, still l iving at the Anchor I nn, but now with his daughter Jane and son-in
law Samuel Bartram. The same Parish Registers which had recorded Lukc,'s baptism on 

1August 22nd 1802, list his burial, aged 8 1 years, on January 7th 188 1, and his graves tone 
can be seen near the Church porch. The f amily influence r·emaincd aftN his death at 
the /\nchor Inn, where Samuel l\artram was puhlir·an for many yeurs. The oth<'r village 
Inn, The l\oat, was st ill run by /\nn Smith, a widow in 1851 , bu t. by 18(,1 it had lwcn tuken 
over by Arthur Batty, then aged 30, and was to r cm~in in thnt f~u11 lly's hamb un1i l lhc 
eilrly twentieth century. /\f t cr Samuel Llartram's death, the /\ndmr Inn w.is bought by 
the owners of the Doat Inn and closed to avoid , ·ompcti t ion. I t th<'n h,•,·,mtt• ,, prrvale 
house before being demolished some time ago . 

The village engineer ing firm created by Thornils Moore, cont im1cd Lo I lourish in 1851 under 
the guidance of his son. Thomas, then UKC<l 29, wus described i:tS .in engine machine maker 
employing 17 men. His mother /\1111, a farmer o r 9 ac res, was still recorded as head o l 
their large household, which included all t he younger bro thers who were apprentices, a dress
maker daughter, a journeyman machine-maker ancl his wile, thr<'<' rmr<·lat.cd apprentices, 
and an errand boy of 14 years. 

Several other men in t he village had re lated occupa tions such as i ror, moulder and machine 
maker's labourer , and they presumably worked for the lirrn, al though some r11ay have travelled 
in from neighbouring parishes to comple te the tota l workforce. I t is possib le that this 
source of employment in the vi l lage, as an alternative to agr iculture, helped to delay the 
decline in populat ion numbers. Changes were soon to take place, however, as the 18G I 
Census docs not record Thomas Moore or his wor k men, and we can only guess that perhups 
he moved his firm t o a town where the rai l way would provide easier transport for tnil terials 
and goods. Sure ly if he had died, one of h is brothers would have taken over what seems 
to have been a thrivi ng business, but in l 86l only hi s mother and a younger unmarried brother, 
George, aged 36 and described us a rnastcr-muchinist, remained in Huyton. 

Trade directories of 1869 and 1879 list George Moore as a threshing- rnachinc owner. Threshing 
was one of the first agricultural processes to be mechanised, and as the mu.chines were 
far too expensive for individual farmers to buy, they were usual ly owned by contrac tors 
who trave lled from farm to farm, By 1871 George Moore had marr ied and left his n1othcr's 
home according to the Census. His household included his wife and lumily, and a lemulc 
servant who is one of the few recorded in Hayton in a non-farming household, which suggest s 
tic enjoyed a fair degree of prosperity. 

In the mid-nineteenth cen tury Hayton appears to have only had one shop, nm by John Waite 
who was also recorded in the Census as a farmer. He was a member of the Me thodist 
Society and lived just beyond the Chapel. In l 86 I his household included a 20 year old 
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., .. rvant, John Dovill , whose birthplace of Norfolk attracts interest as it is one o f the few 
nori- locul places recorded, A descendan't has r elated the story that John lef t his home 
v rl la1;c while stil l a teenager to seek his fortune, and travelled eventually to Hayton where 
lu• l ound employment wi th John Waite. John Bovi ll must have been an enterprising young 
m,111, ;:,s by 187 l he had become head of his own household with a local wife Rebecca and 
I 011r young children, and was described as a "grocer and gardener". He was even prosperous 
,·r1011)\h to employ a female servant homself, and by 1881 his family had grown further , 
•"'" he was now l isted as a "grocer and pota to dealer". H e later became a· successful 
ln1rt grower, and moved to Rose Moun t , C lar borough. H is wi fe di ed in [907, but he later 
o,•rrrarricd and died in 1927 aged 87 years, and is buried at Hayton. H is obituary in Retlord 
I ""'." recorded that he became a staunch member of the C larborough Primi t i ve Methodists, 
hold rrig several off ices at t he Chapel , and it is in teresting to wonder if his ear l y days i n 
11.iyton with John Wa ite influenced his life in tha t direction. 

I'll<' Census detai l s and trndc ~irectories for Hayton suggest that it was a mainly working 
• ,.,,,, _ugricul tural comrnunr ty woth few people who coul d be described as gentry o ther than 
rl u- Vrcar, and the Hartshorne Barbers o f Hay t on Cast le. That fami ly had' owned the estate 
l rn lumdreds of years and wer e r~sident (or much of the time. From the J8JO's, however, 
111,• !Jrrn was run by James Creigh ton, and the Barbers were not rccordl'd in t he Census 
ut IX'I. I <>r 1.851 • . By 1861 WUl iam Wi lkinson_ had taken over as farm bailiff, and the bir tnplacc 
clt-t.uls o f hrs children suggest that the family moved from North Leverton t o Hayton Castl e 
,, r Iii<' end of the I850's. : At the rnain house members of the Hartshorne Barber family 
1,,ul once again taken up rf;s,dcnce, and they were soon to add the present Georgian style 
w , .. , I f ront and ballroom wing wh ich rncorporates curious carved stones referred to in an 
i ·.ir l icr section. 

I lw Census or 186 1 records Robert Hart shorne Barber, the head of the household, a, a 
... , I,ve of N o ttingham, but according to the ti the records of J84 l , he was a resident o l 
I do,burgh at that date, and his wife Sarah, and all his chi ldren were born in Scot land. 
111 IX6 I Robert, aged 77 years, and his sister, a widow aged 85 years, are both described 
., -. l,_1ncled proprietors, and the household also included Robert's fami ly, along with a cook 
.,11(1 housemaid. He died i n 1870 aged 86 years, and his wife joined him in 1873 aged 7G 
y,·.u ,. They wcr': both buried at Hayton near the Church tower, where their gravestones 
, ,ur I><· seen. The rr son, Samuel Wordswort h Barber, was a bache lor in 186 1, and was listed 
11 1 th<' Census as a "barrister". He died aged 47 in 1869, and his gravestone at Hayton 
.odds the deta il that he worked at the Inner Temple in London. 

ll 1>l>NL and Sarah Barber's three daughters, whose names arc engraved on a window pane 
•" 1I.iyton Castle, lived for many years longer than their brother. A Relford Times obituar y 
n l 18')7 describes the fune ral of Sar ah, aged 67 years, when the Church was c rowded with 
" "l,u·1;e congregation who had known and loved the deceased t hrough a prolonged per iod". 
1 lw ,chnol children attended the service and sang two songs before forming a procession 
10 ,·arry the crosses and. wreaths, alter t he <::of fin had been ·carr ied t o i ts grave near the 
1 hun:il tower. The chief mourners were Sarah' s sjster , Rosamund Ann, who continued 
Jo live at Haytor, Castle, and d ied aged 92 in 19 19, and a married sister Mrs Coll inson 
wl"""' son, the R-cv. Chri stopher Barber Collinson, conducted the funeral ·s~rvice. He wa~ 
l, rtc•r to become Vic:ar of Laxton, and l ived in the l'J20's at "Wheatley Field" . . 

/\ newspaper cutting of l 928 records a garden Icte i n Hayt on in aid of the Church School 
when· Christopher's wife performed the opening ceremony. The Vicar, i n his speech, pointed 
" " 1 how much the village was indebted t o the Hay ton Castle family "for many and great 
k rndncsses over t he years". He also recalled how the l ate "much revered" Miss Barber 
l1.1d more than on ce saved H ayton Church from imminent disaster "when the Churchwardens 
fo1111d thems<;lves absolutel y without funds to pay for services necessary to carry on public 
,vor~hip in the chur ch". • 

lfa· I lurtshornc Bar ber fami ly appear to have ac t ed i n a phil anthropic manner common 
,11 n1mgst rura_l gentry in_ the nineteenth century . A si mi lar atti tude was often adopted by 
IIw 1><msh priest, and this would certainly seem to have been so in Hayton from 18115 onwards 
.1 f 1er the arrival of Rev. Wi lliam Chapman Mee, whose work wi ll now be described. 
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The interior of St. Pcter's Church, Hayton. 

I' 

THE CHURCH ANO SCHOOL UNDER THE REV. W.C. MEE. 

181/5 - 1898. 

When the Rev. John Mason died in 1844 his place was taken by the Rev. William Chapman 
Mee. He was Vicar of Hayton for 53 years, and as such became a central f igure in vi llage 
life. In I 849 he also became Curate of Wes t Burton, a post which he held until 18811 when 
the living was added to North and South Wheatley , and the church subsequently demolished. 

Wi lliam Mee was a l ocal man, the son of John Mee, a rounder and senior pilrlner of the 
f irm of solici tors still to be found on Churchgate, Rctford. Born i n 1819, he ob t..,incd a 
degree f rom Cambridge University before en tering the Church .in 18113. In 181,) :he married 
Emily Jane Ri ley of Dl 1rslem, Staffordshire, ..,nd Church records show that when the young 
couple arrived in Hayton the Vicarage was in a delapidated condition and needed ex tcnsivc 
renovation to muke i t habitabl e. As well as repairs, considerable additions incluclini; I.he 
present west front were made at a t otal cost of £500, partly f inanced by the llev. Mee 
himself. Availab le detai ls of t he numbers of rooms suggest that the property was now trans
formed into a spac ious Victor ian residence to accommodate the growing Mee fami ly. 

Wi l liam and Emily's firs t chi ld, Mary Emily, was born in 18116, and a son, John lliley, [o!lowcd 
i n 184&. Franci s Elizabeth arri ved in 1849, and then there was a g'-'P o r several years before 
the youn[(est daugh ter, Const ance Ethel, was born in 1857. The l'ar ish Rq,istcr records 
the baptism at Hay ton of each of these chi ldren, and the detai ls arc conrirrncd by the Census 
records which show that the household also included several servunts, who were usually 
female, al t hough in I 861 a groom was a lso employed. 

In 187 1 Wi lliam was described as a landowner as well as Vicar, and i t would appear that 
he was a wealthy man, which was rortunate as the Hayton l iv ing wils umsidered a poor 
one i n financial terms. The 1871 Census also shows that all 1.he children w(•re still 11nmarricd 
and Jiving at home, although John Riley, t hen aged 22, was described as a11 l J11dcri;rocluate 
a t Ca,nbridge. /\ Retford T imes article informs us that he entered the Church ilnd became 
a rector in Norfolk, having married a Miss l'otche tt from Denton, near Cra111han 1, in 1881. 

Wi lliam Mce's two younger daughlcr::i both married, Frilnd s to Wil liam Moxon o l s1~1ffordshire 
in 1891, and C onstan,x: to George Shrewsbury Smith or Ti l11 in 1°)01. Th<" IJLlcr couple 
moved to C laincs, near Worcester, but retained a close interest in I lay100 Parish, mani fested 
by their presentation to the Church of a SI. George's DJy F I"!\ i11 l 'JI I . l'r ior Lo her r ather 
la te marr iage, Constance had taken an ac tive part in parochial worl<, .and :wcorcling 10 her 
obituary in 1928 was particularly interested i n the Sundily School and <"hoir , ol which she 
was organist for many years. 

The eldes t daugh ter, Mary Erni ly, remained ..i spin,t<:r, ,md l ivt:d " ' H ..iytc>n Vicarage until 
1898 when she died, aged 5 1 years, after a "shllrt .ond pai11 l11l illness". She is bur ied in 
the churchyard along with ot her members <>l th,: fumily whose 1:r ,1vc;; <:<u1 be seen by the 
path behind the cast end of the Church. Her obituary ,n Rc 1lunl Tiu,cs stated that "in 
ever y good way in her father 's parish, the deceased lady Look " pro111incnl par t ..... The 
poor of t he vi llage have los t a bountiful beneractrcss, l or 111any wcn• the ac ts o f kindness 
she did i n vi siting the sick, distributing delicacies, c lo thing or lood." 

William Mee' s wile Emily died in I 888 aged 611 years. He outlived her hy tc11 years and 
died in 1898 aged 79. In 189 5 Rerrord Times had cel ebra ted his Colden .l11bilec as Vicar 
of Hayton by publishing a biographical article. It was sta l ed 1ha1 a l that ti me he was 
the longest serving and oldest officia ting Par ish priest in Nottinghamshire . 

Remarkably, one of the Churchwardens for most of his incumbency, John Smi th, rctiJincd 
his post for 62 years, and had become t he oldest Churchwarden in Eni; lancl when he died 
i n 1890 aged 84 years. It must have been hard for the late nineteenth <"<:ntury vi llagers 
to imagine 1-tayton without the famili ar figures or Wi lliam Mee and John S1ni1h, especially 
as the Vicar c on tinued to take an act ive part in Church duties un til ihl' last few months 
of his li re. /\cc:-ording to the Jubi lee artic le, the Vicar st ill possessed a rinc c·om11i.inding 
voice, despite his advanc ing years, and gave plain homely sermons durini; the serv ices 
which had " improved" during his time at Hayton. His obi tuary similarly stilled that "he 
was an elocutionist of no mean order, and a preacher of great power, his ser mons being 
marked by deep thought and rorc e". Dur ing his last few months his increasing infirmi ty 
and consequent l ack o f act ivi ty was a source of great sorrow to him. 

The death of his eldes t daughter in September 1898 was a (urther heavy blow and he on ly 
survived her by two months. The Church was packed to capac ity for his f uneral on 29th 
November 1898 with many people unable to gain admittance. His obi!llary summed up his 
li fe_ by stating tha t "he and his family were in season and out of season ever seeking oppor 
tun1t1es to help the poor by practical sympathy, and the Parish today is poorer by his death". 
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Wlwn the Rev. Mee arrived in Hayton in 1845 t he church, according to Rctford Times, 
w.is "not _in a sa tisrac tory condit io!1"!. Jn 1857 the Retlord histor ian, Piercy, suggested 
111 "" articl e that t he above description was rather an understatement ! He wrote that 
r1111ch archi tectural repair was required and that the east waJI of the Chancel was in such 
" dangerous condi ti on that it "eeded to be pulled down and rebuilt. The interior o( the 
C:h11rch was in a most shameful condi tion, and he wrote "There is not a l urnber room in 
I he meanest' cottage in the Pari sh i n such a state ..•. Talk of a house of God .... we blush 
10 wr i te it .••. it is a disgrace to a Christi an Coun try". The Rev. Mee soon took steps 
10 remedy this sorry state of affairs, and an extens ive programme of restorat ion was carried 
out. 

Th,· Church was oflicially reopened by the Bishop c>f Lincoln on May 5th 1859, when he 
look the opport unity to christen the Mec's youngest daughter, Constance. Unfortunately, 
I h.ive not been able to trace documents detai l ing the exact al tera tions and repairs c arried 
n11t, but we know that the total cost was £625, some o f which was born by the Vicar himsel f. 
l'his wus a considerable Slnn of money to spend in those days, when an agr icultural labourer 

<111ly earned about £30 per annum. However thorough these repairs were, by f 876 Relford 
l'i111es had cause to note in an article about the Church that "with a little pecuniar y help 
l rom the many well to do parishioners, the Vicar and Churchwardens would be able to make 
111<· Church as e!lect ive i n interior arrangement as it is beauti ful in archi t ecture". Presumably 
I lle Church fittings were st i ll found to be unsat isfac tory, bu t perhaps the Vicar helped again 
10 rectify this situation as during his Jong years at Hayton he donated a reading lectern, 
prayer desk, choir stalls, and "assisted the par ishioners" in t he renovation of the church 
lwl ls. 

11 has r ecently been discovered that these three bells arc unique in the diocese as they 
were all cast by t he same man, Henry Dand, who was a foreman founder at the Nott ingham 
hell foundry of the Oldfields between 1558 and 1598. In the early twentieth century, a 
p;,,nphlet was publ ished descr ibing the church architecture which mentions recent repairs 
completed, and others found to be urgently necessary. A "Church Improvement Fund" 
w ;i., es tabl ished, and so it would seem that the problem of renovation and restoration has 
hccn a recurrent one in Hayton. 
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During the period of the Rev. Mee's incumbency, the church occtipied a central ro le in 
v illage life. In 185 1, t he only national census of Rel igious Worship ever commissioned in 
Engl and was undertaken, and its resu lts give us an accurate idea of act ive invo lve mcnl 
in the Church at that d.ite. On the Census Sunday of 30th March, 117 people were prcsenl 
at the Par ish Church, although the average was recorded as 60 persons. fly c omparis<>n, 
50 people attended the Methodist Chapel, bu t a severe st orm had l,rokcn out ju.,l before 
the ser vice commenced lowering the congregation from the usual average o( 7) pcrson!:i . 
The average attendance at both p laces of worship was therefore 115 1wr sons or ~2% of 
the Parish population, which demonstrates the inf luence of these est abl ish111C'nts a t that 
time. 

In addition to their obvious concern for the spiritual ~nd moral welfare ol their l"irishionc rs, 
the Mee fami ly were also keenly interested i n the t·ducational prov ision with111 the l'ar ish. 
Several Relford, Times artic les mention the farni ly's l'Ole in the establish111c111 of a "re.tding 
and recreation room" for the "long w inter evenings". This bui lding w,is prob.Jh ly situated 
opposi te fllacksmi th's Cottage between Main Street and the Can.JI nc;ir "L<', . ttJr<' Room 
Bridge", bu t I have not been able to discover its exact location l ro111 con tempor,.i ry sources, 
L\y comparison much evidence re mu ins for the main cducutional projc-c l with which the 
Mee's were involved, namely the estal,lishmcnt of the church school in 187<, . I t is !\Cncrally 
thought that pr ior to this date there was only a Sunday school in Hay ton, whido may have 
undertaken some secu lar t eaching dut ies. 

During my r esearch, however , I have c ome across several references which sug!-\est that 
u 11damc- school11 exbtcd, possibly sim ilar to one in C larborough. Such sd,oob usually con
sisted ol a few chi ldren who were t.:iught the basic rudiments of ecluc,11io11 by <>kf<'r , often 
untrained, persons. Defore the days of compulsor y schooling thi s w,1, of tcn the only !)'pc 
of education available to children of work ing class families, a 11d d<~sp1t<~ ih shortcomings, 
i1 was probably better than nothing! I t is thought by .1 formC'r owner th.1 1 a roo,n containing 
a firep lace, which used to adjoin Church Farm house , was 11~ed as .i ~choolrooru at !',Orne 
date, and certa inly t he 1851 Census recor ds A nr, Richards, " w idow o l / I ye.,rs. as a school 
mistress in the vi llage. t:) y 1861 she was sirnply described d:-t d ll 

11.i~~ru-ull ur a l labourer' s. 
widow" so perhaps lly then she had become t oo o ld to t<'ilch I 

No other person was listed as a teacher at that date, but by IX<,9 Morn,' l) ir<·cto ry included 
"Thomus Squires - Day Sc:hool11 amongst the trades ancl pr o! c~.sirn1~ in I l.1y I on. The J 87 1 
Census records John Squires, aged 65, as a school rri.is1,·r, ' " "' 11<• w.i, probal,ly the same 
person, as mistakes were sometimes ma.de in lh<.· dirt.•<.'tor ic~. The· propo:,;c1I that some sort 
ol school exist ed in Hayton prior to 1876 is furt11<·r ,·onf ir rr l<'d by li<' tford Ti mes' Jubilee 
Article on the Rev. Mee, which st.:ited that hcfor<' th<' Church school was b11i l t " there had 
onJy been a smaU building used as a dame1 s school in the vll lug<•11

• 

The existing educational provision, however, was c learly ki t to b,· ina<lequJte as f und raising 
was_ commenced in 1870 w ith the dec lared aim o f bui ldi111; .i Ch11rd1 ~<'hool. l)uring -the 
earlier nmeteenth cen tury schools had been establishecl over tlw whole coun t r y by various 
religious denominational groups, but e lementary educa t ion w.1, ,till t,y no means universal. 

In 1870, an impor tant Education Act was passed by Parliam,·111 whi<'h was designed to sup
pl ement the existing provision through the establishment of mir1 -d<'nrn11inatio11al School l\orn·ds. 
This /\e t may have provided the stimulus for local ladies, led by the Vicar's wife, 10 hold 
a " Grand Dazaar" at Relford Town Hall in /\pril 1870. According Ill a contcrnporary newspaper 
article, many beauti ful goods were offered for sa le over two days, and a long list o( local 
gentry patronised the event. Over £ 140 was raised, and due to the Vicar's generous personal 
subscription and gift of land for mer ly used as a ti the-yard on the corr1<,r of C:h11rch Lane, 
t he schoolroom and an adjoining teacher's res idence were built. Th<' Church .~, ·hool, designed 
to accommodate up to sixty children, opened its doors on March 20th 1876. 

The first mistress was Miss Ellen Hudson who had served her apprenticeshi1> at St. Saviour's 
School in Ret/ord. In the ear ly days the teacher's salary would he derived l rom School 
Pence, Church collec t ions, voluntary gilts, and government grants, which for some years 
were dependent on the pupils' attain ment as examined l,y v isiting inspectors. This system 
must have created much stress for teachers and children until a proper salaried service 
was established in 1902. 

The School Log Book has only survived lrom 1903, and although the Admissions Register 
begins somewhat earlier, there is no way of k nowing how many pupils enrolled in March 
1876, or what curriculum they followed. I t is likely that i n common w ith most Victorian 
schools, the syllabus concent rated on the "3Rs", with an emphasi s on strict discipline. 
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1'11<• Vicar and his eldest daughter were activel y involved, and it is l ikely that they were 
rn1r11s tcd with the task o( teaching Religious Studies. According t o her obituary in 1898 
M.11 y Ernily Mee "by her c onstanl attendance" made herself a great favourit e wi th the chi l dren 
hoth at the Day school and Sunday school. The list of teachers reveals a rapid turnover 
w11h 11,os t Heads only staying between one and l i ve years. 

I\ 1 1his time women could not teach aiter marriage, and this perhaps explains why there 
to.,d a lready been nine teachers t,y 1903. I have been able to discover very little about 
1'1.-111 apart from the following details. The 1881 Census records Mary Lloyd aged 28 years. 
/\ 11,1tive of London, she was the third H ead and taught in Hayton lrom 1880 unti l 1885. 
Mis, Jane Elli ff, the ninth teacher, arr ived in 1898 and according to Kelly's Di rectory of 
1'!00 she had an average attendance ol 34 children. In 1902 she lelt t o t ake up a si mi lar 
l'""1io11 in Wil tshire according to a Retford Times artic le which described the many gifts 
•,lw received i..lS leaving presents. 

11 is cl ilficult to judge the ellect o f t he Church School i n its ear ly days on the general 
,·,ltw;ition ol the village children. /\!though in theory elementary school ing was compul sory 
,,I 1,·r 1870, at tendance was of t en irregular as children were frequentl y needed at home 
10 hcl1> with domestic or f ar m work. An analysis of the Parish Marriage Register (or 
11.,yton gives some idea of the general literacy level after 1753 as from that date bride 
,111d groom were requir ed to sign their name or make their n,ark in the Regist er. 

11111 ii 1860, between 5096 and 60% of persons were able to sign thei r names, and between 
I X/,0 and 1879 the propor t ion rose to around 70%. Between 1880 and J 900 when the i nfluence 
" ' the school would begin to be apparent, virtually 100% signed their names, wi th only 
"'"' bride 1naking her mark instead. Although the abi lity to wr i te one's name does not· 
11,-n•ssar ily imply total literacy, the improvement. at t he end of t he nineteenth century 
·.11g1;«sls thal educational standards were rising in t he v illage. 

H /\ YTON IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY 

Th,• population of H ayton dec lined substantially at the beginning al the twentieth century 
1, nm its previousl y st able position oJ around 2 50 persons. In 190 I t here were 233 persons 
111 the l'arish, and by 1911 this had dropped to 205. /\s be/ore this trend was contrary 
In the continued inc rease experi enced by England and Wales. Agriculture was becoming 
k ss labour intensive as more and more machinery was introduced onto the farms, and so 
.il 1hough many rural workers had left the coun try areas there was never a shortage ol l abour. 

Tlw las t years o( the nineteenth century were a time of great depression in British agriculture, 
<ht<· mainly t o thl· surge of cheap foreign i rnpor ts which swamped the home . market. Improved 
1r.111sport using railways and steamships, ar1d new refr igeration and canning techniques meant 
1h.1 t areas such as the American Prai r ies and South American st ates, which were able to 
,·n1ny the benefits of large scale production, could produce goods for the Brit ish market 
,,,ore cheaply than the home farmers. Prices everywhere fel l dramatically, and correspond-
1111:fy land values in No'ttingharnshirc were halved bet ween t he 1870's and 1901. In the 
g,·11cral a tmosphere of decline land was taken ou t ol t illage, improvements de1erred, and 
, ·""•" labour not employed. Dy 1910, Briti sh farmers had come to terms w i th the new 
·,1111.ilion and made the necessary adjustments so that t he fortunes of agricul ture began 
10 improve again. 

ll11ri 11~ the F irst World War when imports ceased enormous demand for home produce was 
.i1;,11 11 created. ny 1921 the Par ish population had increased to 225 persons, which may 
, d !,·e t an increase in rural employment, al though this is only conjecture as there are no 
d,•t;iilcd Census records available for analysis after 1881. Over all i t is diff icu lt lo judge 
l he effects o/ the agricultural depression on the community structure in Hayton as the 
oi,ly sources of information are prov ided by Kelly's Directories ol 1900 and 1908. They 
n ·cord the main crops grown i n the area as wheat, barley, peas and beans, and list about 
J() l,1r mers i n Hayt on and Tiln at each date. The local area was still an important producer 
of 11,arket gar_dening crops, a fact which may have cushioned it to some extent- from the 
w,,,·sL effects of the depressi on l elt by cereal and bee/ far mers. 
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Welham railway sidings were opened at this time t o facili tate speedy tr.insportat ion of 
the highly perishable fruit and vegetables grown locally. The three market garde ners l isted 
were John Hill, Willi.im Bovill, and Barlow Brothers. The last mentioned firm came to 
be i mportant land owners and employers o f labolir in Hayton. They grew vegetables, mainly 
potatoes, brussel sprouts, cauliflowers and celery, and at peak times women field workers 
known local l y as "Barlow' s angels" were brought in by horse and cart from Relford. Much 
of their produce went via Welham sidings to Sheffield and Leeds markets where the firm 
became known as the "Celery Kings". 

In many respec ts, Kelly's Directories suggest that Hayton remained a very similar village 
to that of the later nineteenth cen tury. Miss Barber continued t o reside 111 Hayton Cast le, 
the two village Inns were stil l in existence, there was still a blacksm ith, William Emson, 
and a Grocer's shop run now by Tl1omas Stamp. In 1900 a shoemaker, Char les Ward, was 
listed, but by 1908 neither he nor a replacement was mentioned, althour,h a carpenter .ind 
bricklayer had reappeared in the village. 

A fascinating map drawn in 1908 by the late Walter Storrs, aged 10, while ,111encling Hayton 
school , conf i rms much of the detail i n Kelly's Directory. Wal ter was tllC' son of Wi llia rn 
and Mary Storrs, and his baptism is recorded in the Par ish Register on Nove mber 27 th, 
1898. He lived his whole life in Haytor1, and became a renowned expert on lorn! history 
and Parish affairs. His boyhood map of the village shows i ts main feature, inc-luding many 
houses with their owners names. 

In addi'lion to "Stamp's shop" on Main Street near the 1\nc-hor Inn, he mark, "Tate's shop" 
at the present "Dolphin's Barn" , and "Storr 's shop" opposite the Methodist Chapel . Rurnl 
transport on t he untarmaced and often dusty roads was stil l restr ic ted ro horses ·and ('ilrts 
or bicycles,_ and thcrcfor'." t ravel remained much 111ore limited than today . The v illage shops: 
none o f which have survived, were therefore a vital means of obtaining day to day supplies. 

In contrast with the long period or stability at the Churc-h during the incumbency of the 
R~v. Mee, the early twentie th cen tury saw a succession of clergy arrive and depart. John 
Wi lberforce Casse ls, a former chaplain to l~er Majes ty's Indian Government, bcc.1111<' Vit-ar 
iri 1899. Life in Hayton must have been very differen t fro111 that in his previous London 
Parish, and at the end of 1902 he decided to return there. 

For a short time the living was vacant and in the care ol 11,c- Vicar of North and ~outh 
Wheatley. According t o Rctford Times the pmishioners 101111<1 this sillkllion un:satisfactory 
as there were now very few morning services. Th,, ar tie' I<' ,llsu 11,c-n l 1<Hl Ccl that it w0lild 
be difficult to f ind a replacemen1 for the R c>v. C.rss.·ls, ,is Ill<' li ving was 1101 a rich one, 
but 1n 1903 the Rev. Edward Collcll arrived fron, Shrewsbury. I le 1111rs1 have ucen f,unil iar 
with the area as ear lier in his career he had l>ec'n a n1r,11<• of E,"t 11<-t ford, but h<' 100 
only stayed a short time before leaving for London in 190(,. 

In 1907 the Rev. Alfred James Showel l rnovcd the short di,1,uw,, lro111 CI.Jrborough to becorrre 
Vicar of Hayton. Unfortunate ly he died sudd,~n ly of peri tunit i, in l 'J0<J, agc'd >'• years, 
and his death came as a "surprise and shock" to his parish ionN, who ,1<Tordi 111, to 1/etlord 
Times lost a vicar " who was always of a most p leasant and aff,1ble cfi,pu, it ion". His place 
was taken by the Rev. Richard Jones, a bachelor who had previomly alw.iys worked in London. 
He remained in Hayton !or twenty years before he resigned and rc·tircd, ,md ,·ontC'ruporary 
sources suggest that he took an active part in many Par ish affairs. 

A lter he left in 1929, a scheme was devised by the Church to u111l c tll<' b,•rw f,cc· with C lar
borough, but t.he issue proved con tentious local ly, and cornplic·,11ed finanl'i:,lly, and II w.is 
several years before the situation was resolved. The living re111ained v,.1G1nt unt i l 1935 
when the two par ishes were f inally united under the care of the Rev. Thoruu, Wardle who 
lived at Hayton Vicarage after it had been modernised and reconstructed onn• .igurr,. 

Although many aspect s ol local government had been central ised durint; the ninc:-1ccn1h 
century, some func tions were sti ll retained a t Par ish level, as revealed by the f irst Minute 
Book of the annual Parish Meeting which begins in 1897 and continues unt il 193 1. In 1895, 
a crowded meeting_ of electors in the schoolroom had voted against the formation of .:i Parish 
Council. According to the Retford Times article which reported the "racy meeting" some 
people felt that such a body would benefit the village, and enable parishioners 10 re tain 
more control over their affairs, but after much heated debate, the vote to retain the st:uus 
CJlJ0 brought enthusia,stic chce~s lrom the f loor. Someone had remarked earlier during 
the meet ing tha! Parish Councils, which were at that t i me a new and unknown phenorncnon, 
were onl y bcncf,cral to lawyers and printers : In the event the people ol Hay ton had to 
wail until fairly recent times for the formation of a Parish Council. 

36 

Iii,• ,,.,rly years ol the Parish Meeting Minute Book record a world very dillercnl frorn that 
w ,11, w l11ch we are familiar today. Parish Overseers ond Byway Surveyors were still appointed 
, ... , Ii y,·.rr , c.inal boat loads of stone were ordered to keep the lanes i n repair, and par ish 
1.11,d "'·" let !or grazing. Per iodically ideas for improvements in Hayton were p~oposc~l-
11.,._.. were .ilways considered, bur usually re jected eventually as too con1en11ous in their 
,· I 1<>,· 1s upon mdividual landowners, or 100 great a burden on the ratepayers. 

" " 11,11,resling example occurred in 19 11, when the Meeting discusse_d th~ proposal by Notting-
1,,,,,,, l,irc Count y Counci l to erect a new secondary school for g,rts m Ret ford, a scheme 
wl,,, 1, would prove costly to ratepayers. The Village Mee,ting decided that the Parish shou ld 
p,011·,t s1rongly about being ir1cluded in the chargeable area as "in a pure ly agricultural 
,t,•,11 u I such as Hayton a secondary school is not required''. Presumably the elementary 
,·,hw.,tion provided by the Church School was felt to be quite adequate, especially where 
r. 11 h w,•r c concerned ~ 

1 " "" l 'J0) the daily life of the Church School is r evealed i n fascinating detail by the Log 
11.,.,k , whid1 is held at County Record Office in Nottingham. The first teacher_ to record 
, v ,·111s in the book was Agnes Kemp, who was soon to leave Mayton. In her final_ rep?rt 
.1 ... w, o te that when she arrived in 1?02 the standards were poor, but under her direction 
llu· ~1111.ation had improved considerably. She had introduced new subjects_ such as need_lework, 
r.••u1;, .rphy, history and drawing, and attendances had improved substan l!ally. At thJS date 
11..- ,,d ,ool was considered sui tab le for up to 115 children, and tier usual attendance was 
lw lwe<'n 20 and 25, about 7596 to 8096 ol t hose on roll. Frequent mention was made of 
., , q:rrl.ir a ttendance for many reasons such as strawberry picking, minding the b~l>y or 
v,-.,1111 : Rc:tfurd Fair : Illness, roo, was responsible for much absenteeism, and d1scascs 1
.,,, h ·" diptheria and consumption arc mentioned in the Log Book. 

,,, l'J01 C.har les Lugg became Head Teacher at a salary of E60 per annum. He wrote that 
11t1· ch ildren were "generally speaking intelligent and attentive, and well under control". 
I 1,.,i, .11:es ranged from !our to six years at school entry up to thirteen or lourtcen . years 
wh,·n they left. It is difficult to imagine how they could all be :-.rnght e ffectively !n _one 
, uorrr by Mr. Lugg and his young assistant who helped with the Infants. The Adm1ss1ons 
l<,·gi,1er suggests that Chere was no set starting or leaving age at this_ time, and it proba~ly 
v.,r iccl according t o particular f ami ly circumstances. One en try wluch stands out dur111g 
thi,. period was that for Walter Storrs who entered on January I Ith 19011, aged five, and 
l,·I t " for work" on March 14th 1913, aged fourteen, having r eached Standard Seven. 

, t,,,rlcs l.ugg wrote full records in the Log Book a11d occasionally included i terns o f general 
111h·rt'st. On November 6th 1903, he wrote "The weather has been exceptionally severe, 
l 10,1 havini:; set in. The farmers htivc rnade frantic efforts 10 gather in the remnant s of 
th1" 1r da111agcd crops" . Most of his entries do, of course, re fer to the school, nnd special 
cl.,y , were olten recorded. On May 211th 1905 Empire Day was "loyally observed", and 
''"" <'hildren given a half holiday with sports and pri7.es. 

t lris,11isfactory classroom he.iting appears to have been a maj or concern, and i n January 
I 'I()'>, a stove was installed at the far end of the r oom to supplement the original coal !ire 
.,,.,,.. the door. However, on February 13th Charles Lugg wrote that "the schoolroom at 
.~. ,o this morning was full o f smoke from the new stove" because the flue was choked wi th 
·,not. Problems continued, and early in 1908 the stove was removed by Mr . Emson, t he 
vrll,,ge blacksmith, "to avoid the room fi lling with smoke every time there is a northerly 

11Wt11tl • 

l ltr tbreaks of illness were recorded from t ime to tin1e, and in 19011 a Whooping Cough epidemic 
ol ,uclt severity occurred that a t tendance was r educed to singl e f igures, and the sc:hool 
wc1, ordered 10 be c losed from April 15th unti l May 9th, In 1907 measles and influenza 
, o1L1scd the school to close once again. Absenteeism con t inued to be a problem, and when 
111 February 1908, the attendance was 100% for a whole week, a half-day holiday was declared 
h> celebrate this unusual event : 

1 :harles Lugg suffered several years of i ll-health, and was forced to retire in 1909. He 
w.is fo llowed by two women t eachers, each of whom only stayed for about a year, but in 
!'JI I Eliza Jelley arrived and remained Head Teacher until the school was c losed temporarily 
1n 1916 as a war-time economy measure. The twenty-one pupils on rol l were transferred 
lo Clarborough, and when the Vicar arrived at Hayton to rell them the news, he announced 
that he would personally accompany chem to .ind from school unti l they had become used 
to crossing the dangerous main rood I Mayton school reopened in 1920 under Mrs. Fretwell 
who remained Mead for thir ty years. In I 926 i t was f eared th.it the school would have 
to dose permanently unless lunds could be raised to bring the building up l o new standards 
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demanded by the Education Author ity. The village rallied, the money was raised, and 
the necessary alterations completed in 1927. The school remained open unti l 26th October 
1962, although numbers on roll had gradually dwindled over the years. 

Despite the decl ining numbers of people l iving in Hayton during the early twentictl1 c entury , 
there appear s to have still been a strong sense of communi ty, and plenty of talent available 
for amateur village entertainment. Concerts took place from time to time in t he schoolr oom, 
and in January 1902 Retford Times repor ted that a packed audience heard various l ocal 
people perform musica l and other i terns to help raise funds for the purchase of a school 
piano. At this event the Vicar sang 11I mpecuniosity11 with 11comic get up11 and gave "I loved 
a lady fair" as an encore which caused much laughter. At the end of 1902 cookery classes 
organised by the County Council and a l antern exhibition, given by t he Vicar on behalf 
of parochial funds were reported. 

In October 1910 the Parish Church was packed for the Harves t Thanksgiving service at 
which the choir sang and solos were given by Eric Pitchfork, treble, and Mr. 13urkitt, bass, 
who a lthough over 70 stilJ had a "powerful voice", One hundred people sat down in the 
Vi carage dining room on the Monday evening for the Parochial tea, nccording to a newspaper 
report, and afterwards they enjoyed a social evening of games, songs and 1m1si<: from "Mr . 
Rowley's mammoth gramophone". Sunday school events such as teas, ,;ports and outings 
were "red Jetter days", and a former resident mentioned Gringlcy lkac.:oll as a favourite 
excursion destination. She also recounte<l the value accorded to Sunday School prizes, 
usually books, at a time when ordinary families cou ld afford Jew such luxuries. 

During the early twentieth century country people sti ll lived a si1111>lc hard working lilc and 
many had scarcely ever ventured far from their home pari sh. /\n account of I i fe i n Laxt on 
at this time based on the memories of Edith Hickson, and recent ly published by Not tingham 
University, provides fascinating detail about a c ommunity essentially simi lar t o Hayton. 
Residents enjoyed none of the modern conveniences such as main~ wa ter, drainage and elect
ricity which we fi nd so v i t al today. A former r csiclcn t rec;,lls her childhood days in Hayton 
when night time was " inky bl ack" and the "earthy smell" ol pigs pervaded the village : 
She remembers the labour of fetching water from wells or the Canal, but also the delight 
o f enjoying the profusion of wild flowers in the f ields and h,,cl~erows. 

The villagers probabl y saw no reason why the tradit ional pattern o l l i f e should ever change, 
but on 'Hh August I 9f/J Britain dccJarcd war or1 Ccrmany, and lhe far reaching consequences 
of tha t event are al l too familiar . Retford Times reported 1ha1 the Vicar invited all the 
parishioners t o attend services to show their pa triotism hy "in1crcc cdin1\ to God on behalf 
of our soldi ers qnd sailors who arc figl1ting our bat ties l<>r us", and that the response in 
terms of congregation size was gratifying. 

The Roll of Honour at the rear of Hayton Church shows that by the t ime peace was formally 
signed on 28th June 1919, 27 young men had left the Parish " " ac t ive ~crvicc. Most returned 
discharged or wounded, but Robert Emson, C yri l Wl11twor th ;,ncl Charles Tumlinson were 
killed in Fr ance. In 1921 they were honoured by the pan ~h when a War Memor ial was 
unveiled in the Churchyard alter a "simple but impressive service•" . 

The First World War and its afterma th hera lded changes which laid the foundations of t he 
modern world. With the advent of the motor vehicle, country vi i lai;cs bci;an to take on 
an entirely new role as commuter residential settlements. /\! though a ,;tron~ far'.ning com
munity remained, such changes began to affect Hayton alt'cr 1? 111, and so 1t 1s, at t hat 
date, a time fe l t by many to be the watershed between the old and new ways of Joie, that 
th is study concludes. 

POSTCRIPT 

As the twent ieth century has progressed the population of the Par ish of Hayton has once 
again inc reased. Tiln has r emained virtua lly unchanged as a quiet ai;ricultural backwater, 
but Hayton has developed into a large ly residentia l settl ement. 

In 195 1 the populat ion had al ready r isen to 275, and by 1981 the C ensus recorded 370 persons, 
probably the highest number ever to live in the Parish. Much new building has taken place 
and the village now extends along Majn Street right to the Parish boundary wi th C larborough, 
and down Smcath Lane and Church Lane, 

Hayton i s no longer the sell-contained vi llage described in this study, and the l ifesty le of 
its residents has changed enormously, but recent fund raising events have proved tha t com
munity spirit still exists, as people work together to t ransform the schoolroom into a Village 
Hall, and to ensure the restoration of St. Peter's Church for future generations, 

APPENDIX I. ST. PETER'S CHURCH, HAYTON. 

1 "' ., ·,111.ol l villaRC church, St, Peter's has many interest i ng features which have been descr ibed 
l1v •,, •v,•r ,ol experts in ecclesiastical archi tecture over the years. (See Appendix 3 - L isi· 
, 11 ' "' " , •·~). The description bel ow is a di stillat ion of their knowledge, as I make no claim 
'"• ' I"''' "'' in the subjec t , but fel t that it was a relevant addition to this study. 

I lu• 1 ·1u11 d, would appear t o have originally consisted of a Norman stone-buil t nave and 
, 1,,,.,, ,· I, cl,11i11g from around 1120. A portion of this structure is still to be found w i thin 
,1,, . ' " " th wall of the nave. At the end of t he twel f th century , the south aisle was canst 
' "' 1,•cl, .11 ,cl the arcade, consisting of three round arches was buil t . The line south doorway 
,., .o l·,., ol this l ate N orman period, bu t the splendid porch which she l ters i t was not built 
"" ' ol ·" ou11d 1'100. /\cc or ding to Arthur Mee, it is a rare possession for a village church 
111 111,· q11.11ity o f its workmanship, as it has a stone-ribbed roof, and is externall y enr iched 
w,, lo p11111o1clcs, at the f oot of which arc t i ny sculp tured heads of human folk and animals. 

I'"' "'I', lll<" fuurtccnth c entur y the chancel was pulled down and rebui lt to include a threc-
1o1:ht w1111low, and a'l the same t ime the windows in the north wall of the nave were added, 
""" 11..- ., 011 th ai sle rebui lt. The tower was constructed around 1400 and is embattled, as 
,., ,. Ill<' 11o1vc and the south ai sle. Since the fi fteenth century when windows were inserted 
'" 1lu· :,011th aisle, the church has not altered in external appearance, although it has been 
, .. , icu·,tv<'ly restored from time to time. 

11,. , .,, ,,., 1or of the church also conta ins several ancient features worthy of note. The octagonal 
111111 , ., o l the fourteenth century, and there are two s tone bowls, known as pisc inas, which 
" ' 'l',"'·olly held Holy water. One is wi thin the southern wall of t he chancel , and the other 
,,, ·" oh,· cast end of t he south aisle, where a chantry chapel probabl y existed . /\Isa In 
,,,... I'·" , o f the church arc three eroded stone efligies of unknown persons which are possibly 
1,1111 lcl'llih century in origin4 These were removed from the Church at some date, and 
W P 1 1• d1~n.>vcrcd earl ier this century in the churchyard in a poor moss-covered condition. 

M m , o l the inter ior fitments of the Chur ch arc of more recent date, a1>art f rom a wooden 
"l ', •I,•1 •, l'<"ncc" c licst which is probably over five hundred years old, ,rnd a Jacobc,Jn a l tar 
, .,hie· . There arc a number of memorial tablets, all of the eighteenth or nine teenth ,·cntury, 
.uul ., l(oll o l Honour lrom the 1914- 18 War. For a small vi llage church, Hayton is r ich 
111 1111wlc·c·11th century memorial stained glass. In the nuvc there are windows in memory 
.. 1 1lw c,or twr ight, Smi th and Mee families. The chancel cas t window by Kemp was comrnis
.,,. ,.,..c1 ,II ,, c ost of £ I 50 i n I 876 by the H artshorne Bar bers of Hayton Castle. In 1929 George 
·,1., ,·w:,hury Smi th, the husband of Constance, the youngest daughter o/ Rev. W.C. Mee, 
,:, Iv1· tl1t• oak rcredos as a memorial to his wife's li fe . 

W, · , . 11 11101 be sure when the Church was first established, but we know that the rcc torship 
w.,., " ,1p1u·opriatcd" by St. Sepulchre's Chapel, near York Minster, at i ts foundation in 1177-
l Ix I . This monastic house was then able t o collec t the main church r evenues, which were 
"1h,· gr<'a t tithes" due on corn, hay and wood. They appointed a vicar al ter 1258 to conduct 
·.,., v1n•s and perfor m various par ish functions, and as was usual, he was given the " al tcrage 
,.,,,1 l,111ds o l the church", and was enti tled t o "the small ti thes" due on everything except 
, l H n, hay a11d wood. 

Wl..-11 the monastrics were dissol ved by King Henry VJllth in the I 530's and I 540's, such 
.,pp, oprialions were transferred to laymen, usually local landowners who were known as 
l.1 y , ,·1 ·1ors or i rnpr opriators. In common Jaw the parishioners have a duty to maintain their 
, 111 11 .-1, nave i n good repair , but the chancel liabili ty has always rested with the rec tor, 
wl1<· lll<'r c ler ical or lay, and this is the reason why local landowners at present are responsible 
1111 11~; urgent repair. 

W,· know Jrorn various medieval documents that at some unknown date a daughter chapel 
.. 1 \I . .lamcs was established at North Tiln. /\n article on the hi story of Hayton publ ished 
111 l'JI, / by the Nottinghamshire Guardian tells - the story that in 1311 the parishioners of 
I ,1 ,, ,·u111pl ained that "because of snow and frequent inundations, they could not repair as 

111 ,holy bound to their church in H ayton". They stressed t he danger of attempting to carry 
11il,u1ts for baptism across the two-mile footpath bet ween the settlements. This had to 
lw 111,1i1Haincd to a certain minimum width to accommodate carts carrying coff ins to funerals 
.t t I ldylon. 

llc·cdusc of the vari ous i nconveniences the people of Tiln were accorded a font and o ther 
pr 1vilcgcs for their Chapel, bu t t he superior rights of t he Mother Cl1urch were guarded, 
11 ... date this Chape l ceased to !unction and its exact site are unknown, as no trace of 
, 1 rc•on,1ins today. I t is thought by a f ormer resident to have been in a f ield close to t he 
prc•sc•nt hamlet, but as i t is not marked on the ear l iest detailed map of the area, drawn 
i11 the I 820's and 1830's, we cannot be sure of i ts whereabouts. 
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A complete list of the Vicars of Hayton is included in Keith Train's book " A list of the 
Clergy of North Nottinghamshire". Forty-eight Vicars are recorded between 127(, and I 961 
and detailed below are the clergy who held the living during the period of this study. ' 

1753- 1775 Charles Cartwright 
177 5- 1807 Stephen More 
1807- 1815 William Hodges 
1815-1833 William Tiffin 
1833- 1844 John Mason 
1845-1898 William Chapman Mee 
1899- 1902 John Wilberforce Cassels 
1903- 1906 Edward Collett 
1907- 1909 Alfred James Showell 
1909-1929 Richard Jones 
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Number of Persons 

Parish of County of England and Wales 
y c ur Nottinghamshire ( Hayton to nearest thousand ) 

X0 I 236 140,350 8,893,000 

XII 233 161,600 10,165,000 

l.{2 1 244 186,873 12,000,000 

lO I 256 225,394 13,897,000 

XIII 281 249,910 15,914,000 

!DI 260 270,427 17,928,000 

XGI 258 293,867 20,066,000 

871 252 319,758 22,712,000 

XXI 255 391,784 25,974,000 

8')1 252 445,792 29,003,000 

')0 1 233 514,107 32,528,000 

') I I 205 603,761 36,070,000 

921 225 640,749 37,887,000 

') 3 J 223 712,330 39,952,000 

')Ii I No Census taken due t o War 

') 5 J 275 840,174 43,758,000 

96 1 .292 900,989 46,105,000 

971 329 974,573 48,750,000 

981 370 985,283 49,154,000 

APPENDIX 2. CENSUS POPULATION TOTALS 



APPENDIX 3. LIST OF SOURCES 
Books 

Hoskins W.G. Th~ !,l_aking of the Engli:sl1 Landscape 1955 

Hoskins W.G. Local_Hist_orr. in Engl and 1959 

Tate IV .E. l'2£__f_'!'_i~h Chest 1969 

Stephens W.B. Sources lor English Local History 197) 

Dale W.C. ,:he_ L~'!' of the Par ish Church 1957 

Phi l ip N. Between Earth and Sk y 1981/ 

Standing Conlerence (or Local H istory Hedges and Local H istory 1971 

Throsby J. Thoroton's History ol Nottinghamshire 1797 

Victoria County History o l Nottinghamshire 1906 

Mee A. The K ing's England - Nottinghamshire 1938 

Pevsner N. The Buildings of England - Nottinghamshire 1951 

Gover J .E.B., Mawer A., and St en ton F .M. The Place Names of N,H I i_1.1gh,1111>hin :,_ 191,0 

Edwards K .C. The Land of Bri tain Part 60 - Nott inghamshire 191,4 

Lowe R. A General View of the Agriculture of Nottinghamshi re 17911 

Tra in K.5.S. A List oI the Clergy of North Nottinghamshire Thornton ~od,•ty 1959- (,0 

White's _nirectory ol Nottinghamshire 1832, 1853 

Morris and Company. Directory of Nottinghamshire 1869 

Wrii:;ht C.N. Directory o f Nottinghamshire 1879 

Kelly' s D irectory of Nottinghamshire I 900, I 908 

Local History Study Group. Carlton in Lindrick 1760 - l'Jl'I J'JXU 

Richardson C . and Bird J.C. The Chesterfield Canal I98~ 

Piercy J.s. Histor y of Retlord 1828 

Jackson A . A H istory of Retford 1971 

Clark D. The Early Days ol Retlord Workhouse 1%9 

Hickson E. Lile at Laxton 1983 

Other Sources 
Census of England and Wales I 80 I - J 'J8 I. 

Census Enumerators l\ooks (or the Parish of Hayton 111'1 I •• IXXI. 

Hayton Parish Registers of Baptisms, Marriai:es and llur,,d, 1/ 'iO l'J0 I. 

Map ol Hayton Lordship 1762. 

Hayton Enc losure Award and Map 1764. 

Agreemenl for the Commutation ol Tithes arid Map ol llayton and T oloo. 18111. 

Sanderson's Map ol the Twenty miles around Mansfield 1835. 

Ordnance Survey Maps I 820 - 1980. 

Minute Book or Hayton Parish Meeting 1897 - 193 I . 

Hayton Church ol England School Admissions Register and Log llook. I 'JO I - I 962. 

Churt:h Terriers 1781 - 1843. 

Biggs 1\. Hayton Methodist Chape l - 150 years A nniversary Brochure l 'J/l1. 

Members of Retford Wesleyan Methodist Circuit 1803 - 1836. 

Retlord Times Art icles and Obituaries 1870 onwards. 

No'llinghamshire Guardian - Art ic le on the H istory ol Hayton by W.1;. I). Doubleday 19117. 

Piercy J .S. Article on H:iyton Church I 857. Typewritten (source unknown). 

Storrs W. Map ol Hayton I 908 and written memories (unpublished). 

Hill J. Family history and memories ol Hayton (unpublished). 

Campion M. Lea/let describing walk around Hayton Castle Farm, and memories (unpublished). 

Leallet describing the architecture of St. Peter's Church, Hayton. Early Twentieth Century. 
(Author and exac t da tc unknown) 

Eighteenth Century records of Hayton Parish Overseer. 
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